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In Josh. 1 and 6, we learned that the Law is the key to the land. Obedience to the Law is 
the means for possession of the land. The reason is that God wants the undivided devotion of His 
people. The test of devotion is obedience to the Law. In Josh. 5, the people of Israel expressed 
their devotion to Yahweh by the act of circumcision and celebration of the Passover.  

In Josh. 5:13-6:27, we see the same emphasis on the same theme of devotion. But this 
time, it is devotion to the requirements of the holiness of God in the Law. 

The conquest of Jericho begins with the arrival of the divine commander. The story 
begins with a God-initiated encounter between the commander of the LORD’s army and Joshua, 
the commander of Israel’s army.  

The commander of the LORD’s army tells Joshua to take off his sandals, for the place he 
is standing is holy. The emphasis in our text is on the holiness of God.1 Joshua must realize that 
the battle begins with a holy God. Hence, Israel’s devotion to God’s holiness is the key to 
victory. 

Likewise, if we expect God to fight for us, we must ponder the holiness of God. If you 
will be victorious in Christian living, you must be holy as God is holy. If you will inherit the 
land, you must reflect the holiness of God in your life.  

Our text shows us how this theme is played out in the conquest of Jericho. I’d like us to 
note two things that call for our devotion to the holiness of God.  
 

Joshua’s Devotion as Submission to the Holiness of God (Josh. 5:13-15) 
 

Joshua was standing near Jericho one day. He was probably thinking about his battle plan 
for Jericho. Suddenly, he saw a man standing before him with a drawn sword in his hand (cf. v. 
13). Unsure about the identity of the man, Joshua asked him, “Are you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” (14). The man answered in v. 14, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the 
LORD. Now I have come.”  

The “No” answer means that he is not what Joshua is thinking about—whether an 
Israelite or a Canaanite. Rather, he is the commander of the army of the LORD. As commander 
of the LORD’s army, he is not with the army of Israel or with the army of Jericho. He is the 
commander of a third force—the army of Yahweh. Since he leads the army of Yahweh, the army 
of Yahweh shall therefore decide the result of the battle.2  

Sometimes, we face our battles in terms of whether something is working for us or 
against us. We expect God to fight for us. But we need to think that God is neither for nor against 
us. God is for the glory of God. Whatever the battle you face, God will decide the outcome of 
your battle for His glory. The commander of the army of the LORD works for the LORD.  

                                                
1 Howard, Joshua, 158. 
2 Creach, Joshua, 61. 



You may ask, “Who is this commander of the LORD’s army?” Some scholars think that 
he is Jesus in pre-incarnate form. However, Scripture is silent about it. The NT nowhere affirms 
Christ as the angel of the Lord.  

The figure of a man with a drawn sword usually refers to angels. In Gen. 3:24, angels and 
a fiery sword guard the tree of life. In Num. 22:31, Balaam sees an angel with a drawn sword. In 
1 Chron. 21:16, David sees an angel with a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. 

The phrase, “commander of the army,” usually refers to a human commander of an army, 
but having a king as his superior (Gen. 21:22, 32; Judg. 4:2, 7; 1 Sam 12:9; 2 Sam 10:16, 18; 1 
Ki. 1:19, 25).3 This means that this commander has a superior—God Himself.  

In the Hebrew, the literal translation reads, “No, but I, the commander of the army of 
Yahweh.” The stress is on his authority over Yahweh’s army. He is there with Joshua, on the day 
Israel shall take Jericho. Thus, he is sent by Yahweh, his superior, to fight for Israel. 

Joshua fell on his face and worshiped him. The word, “worshiped” (Heb. hawa), means, 
“bow down” in the Hishtaphel stem.4 Yet Joshua does not distinguish whether the angel of the 
LORD is the LORD Himself (cf. Gen. 16:7–14; Judg. 6:11–24; 13:2–23).5 He bows down before 
a heavenly authority. He puts himself under the guidance of the man sent by Yahweh to fight for 
Israel.6 To put himself under the commander of Yahweh’s army is to put himself under the 
command of Yahweh.  

Who is the commander of your life today? Have you bowed down to God and let Him 
lead you? The great leaders of God are the ones that are led by God. Bow down before God in 
humility and faith.  

Joshua realized that this divine being has a mission to help Israel. Thus, he asked the man 
what he should do. But the commander does not answer Joshua’s question. The first thing the 
commander tells Joshua is to take off his sandals from his feet, for the place he is standing is 
holy. This means that his first priority is to know the holiness of God. Before he goes into battle, 
he should first ponder the requirements of the holiness of God. He is not to think of his agenda 
for Jericho, but Yahweh’s agenda for His holiness and His glory. 

Are you facing a spiritual battle or a challenge in the ministry? The first thing to do is to 
know God’s agenda for His glory. The agenda of God’s glory is the agenda of His holiness.  

God’s holiness requires God’s glory. His glory requires His holiness. The two go 
together—God’s holiness and God’s glory. The Psalmist said, “Worship the LORD, in the 
splendor of his holiness” (Ps. 29:2). The worship of God’s glory is to be done in God’s holiness. 
To recognize God’s glory is to recognize His holiness. To recognize God’s holiness is to glorify 
God.  

We cannot glorify God while we are involved in sin. How can you glorify God when you 
are involved in sin? You cannot glorify God while you’re playing with sin. Only in the holiness 
of God can you glorify God. 
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Jericho’s Destruction as a Demonstration of Devotion to God (Josh. 6:1-21) 
 

We see the holiness of God in the destruction of Jericho. We read in v. 17, that the city is 
devoted for destruction. It is set apart or made holy for destruction. The whole city is to be 
offered to Yahweh as a sacrifice. In v. 18, the people of Israel shall not take for themselves 
anything from the city. The point is to set apart everything to Yahweh, including all the silver 
and gold and bronze and iron in the city (v. 19). In v. 26, the curse against anyone who rebuilds 
the city shows that the city is devoted to destruction forever. That is the holiness of God. 

Brethren, what have you devoted as holy to God? I have devoted Sunday as holy to God. 
As much as possible, I try not to travel on Sunday morning. I have devoted Sunday for the 
ministry of the Word. Also, I have devoted my body to God. I try not to abuse my body or use it 
for sinful purposes.  

What can you devote as holy to God today? 
Since Jericho is devoted to destruction, all they need to do is to conduct a ritual ceremony 

in a solemn procession.7 In v. 2, God has already given Jericho to Joshua. Thus, in vv. 3-4, they 
are to march around the city once for six days, with armed men in front of the procession. Seven 
priests shall follow the armed men—each carrying and blowing a ram’s horn. Those carrying the 
ark shall follow the seven priests. A rear guard of armed men shall follow the ark.  

But in v. 10, Joshua commands the people to march quietly. No word shall come out of 
their mouths until the seventh day. 

So in vv. 11-14, they marched around Jericho seven times. The armed men led the 
procession, followed by the seven priests who were blowing their trumpets. The ark-bearers 
followed with the ark, and the rear guard. The people marched silently for six days. 

In v. 15, on the seventh day, they all woke up early at dawn. They marched in procession 
as in the first six days, but this time, they marched around Jericho seven times. In vv. 16-19, on 
the seventh time, Joshua told the people of Israel, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city. 
Jericho is devoted for destruction to the LORD. Only Rahab and her family are spared. Do not 
touch anything in the city. Everything is offered to the LORD, including the silver and gold.”  

When the people heard the trumpets, they all shouted and the walls of Jericho collapsed 
before them. Then they went in and captured the city. As v. 21 tells us, they devoted the city to 
destruction—men and women, young and old, and animals with the edge of the sword.  

Let’s go back and study v. 17 closely. “And the city and all that is within it shall be 
devoted to the Lord for destruction.” Everything in the city is to be devoted to the LORD for 
destruction. Nothing is to be spared, except for Rahab and her family, because of her act of faith.  

The only reason Rahab was saved from the awful demands of the holiness of God is the 
grace of God. Rahab’s salvation is by divine grace. Nobody can stand before the holy presence 
of God, except by grace. You will be consumed by the holiness of God if you stand impure 
before Him. You stand before His holiness only because of His grace. I am glad God has given 
us His grace to stand before Him. That grace is found in Christ. 

In v. 18, even Israel is prohibited from taking anything. “But you, keep yourselves from 
the things devoted to destruction [the noun, herem—“devoted thing; thing hostile to theocracy, 
and therefore (in the strictest application) to be either destroyed”8], lest when you have devoted 
[the verb, haram—“devote, exterminate”9] them you take any of the devoted things [herem] and 
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make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction [herem] and bring trouble upon it.” Everything is 
to be an offering to the LORD. If Israel touches anything in the city, she becomes a “dedicated 
thing” herself. This is the holiness of God.  

Many people sing songs expressing a desire to come into the presence of God. But what 
they fail to realize is that the presence of God is a holy presence, requiring holiness from those 
who come to him. It is an awful thing to come to the holy presence of God. It requires holiness 
from those who come into that holy presence. 

What sin do you need to disentangle yourself today? The holiness of God demands the 
holiness of His people. Josh. 7:13 says, “Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the 
LORD, God of Israel, ‘There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before 
your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.’” Peter wrote, “Be holy, as 
God is holy.” If you join somebody’s sin, you become an accessory of that sin, and you 
contaminate yourself. You must untangle yourself from the sin of other people.  

You might ask, “Why was the whole city of Jericho devoted to the LORD for 
destruction?” I will answer this difficult question in three ways. First, the holiness of God 
requires it. Deut. 7:2-4 says,  

When the Lord your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must 
devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no 
mercy to them. You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or 
taking their daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following 
me, to serve other gods. 
Deut. 20:18: “That they may not teach you to do according to all their abominable 

practices that they have done for their gods, and so you sin against the Lord your God.” Israel is 
called by a holy God to be a holy people. The holiness of God requires that Israel preserve her 
holiness before a holy God. The destruction of the Canaanites will stop them from contaminating 
Israel and offend the holiness of God. 

Second, the justice of God demands it. The command of destruction is only for the 
Canaanites, and only for that time and place. This is where a dispensational interpretation has its 
merits. The command to devote the Canaanites to destruction is one example of how God deals 
differently with people under the dispensation of the Law. He deals differently with people today 
under the dispensation of grace.   

The sin of the Canaanites has reached its peak. It included “incest, adultery, child 
sacrifice, homosexuality, and bestiality” (cf. Lev. 18:6-23).10 Deut. 9:5 says, “Because of the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out from before you.”  

Third, Jericho was a sacrificial offering to God.11 Lev. 27:28-29 says,  
But no devoted thing that a man devotes to the Lord, of anything that he has, whether 
man or beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is 
most holy to the Lord. No one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction from 
mankind, shall be ransomed; he shall surely be put to death. 
In Deuteronomy, Israel is to devote the Canaanites to destruction. In Joshua, Jericho is 

the thing devoted to destruction. Josh. 6:17 tells us that the city and everything within it, is 
devoted to the LORD for destruction. Thus, Jericho is dedicated as a holy offering to the LORD. 
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Conclusion 
 
Joshua had to remove his sandals, for he was standing before the presence of the holy. I 

encourage you to remove your sandals, recognize the presence of God in your life, and realize 
the holiness of God by living a holy life.  

Jericho was devoted to the LORD for destruction. Everyone unbelieving in Christ is 
condemned already. Jesus said, “Whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he 
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God” (John 3:18).  

But Paul wrote, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). Everyone resisting Christ today is destined for destruction. Yet everyone 
believing in Christ is no longer under divine condemnation. Come to Christ today. Invite 
somebody to trust Christ today. Everyone in Christ is destined for eternal life. 

 


