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How do the people of God make God the center of their lives? That is the question that the writer of 
Joshua answers in Josh. 8:30-35.  

In Josh. 8, we see how Yahweh gave Israel victory over Ai. The victory occurs after Israel repentance 
over the Achan incident. Yet after a momentous battle, the writer of Joshua interrupts the narrative by 
introducing a solemn ceremony—a ceremony of covenant renewal. Joshua gathers all Israel in a solemn 
assembly of covenant affirmation. The focus of the service is the Law of Moses—Israel’s covenant with God. 

Why does the writer of Joshua include this ceremony? In Josh. 7, we learn that Israel transgressed the 
covenant by stealing the devoted things—the things devoted to God for destruction. The issue is that the people 
of God have transgressed the Law of God. A covenant-disobeying people cannot possess the land. 

We now rephrase our question: How do a covenant-disobeying people of God make God the center of 
their lives? In Josh. 8:30-35, we learn that a disobedient Israel renews her relationship with God by renewing 
her covenant with God according to God’s directions.1 The people of Israel go to the place where God tells 
them to go—in the green valley of Shechem between two mountains—Mt. Ebal to the north and Mt. Gerizim to 
the south. There, they offer sacrifices, listen to the reading of the Mosaic Law, and declare their affirmation to 
obey God by obeying the covenant. This act of covenant renewal restores Israel’s identity as the people of God. 

The covenant ceremony then is a fitting mid-term theological conclusion of the first eight chapters of the 
book of Joshua. Joshua 1 begins with an emphasis on obedience to the book of the Law. Joshua 8 ends with a 
stress on renewing a commitment to obey the Law.  

I’d like us to note three elements in this moving act of covenant commitment. 
 

A Personal Commitment of Heart and Soul 
 
“At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal just as Moses the 

servant of the LORD had commanded the people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses” 
(Josh. 8:30-31, ESV). 

Notice the personal commitment of Joshua to obey the covenant. Moses had commanded that when they 
have entered the land, they must install an altar of uncut stones on Mt. Ebal.2 They are to write the words of the 
Law on the altar stones. They are to offer burnt and peace offerings on the altar. 

That is exactly what Joshua set out to do. Joshua built an altar on Mt. Ebal (v. 30). Joshua wrote on the 
stone a copy of the Mosaic Law (v. 32). Joshua read all the words of the Mosaic Law (v. 34). By Joshua’s 
actions, we see his desire to renew their commitment to the covenant. 

There are two things that Israel must learn about the Law. First, the Law is the key to their identity as 
the people of God. In Deut. 27:9-10, Moses said, “This day you have become the people of the Lord your God. 
You shall therefore obey the voice of the Lord your God, keeping his commandments and his statutes, which I 
command you today.”  

So Joshua sets out to make the people realize one vital lesson. Their renewed commitment to the 
covenant of God renews their identity as the people of God. To disobey the Law is to lose their identity. To lose 
their identity by disobedience is to forfeit their identity as the people of God.  

Second, Joshua wants the people of Israel to realize that their obedience to the Law is the key to the 
land. They must realize that obedience to the Law is the key to victory over their enemies, possession of the 
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land, and peace for their families.3 The Law is the life-blood of the nation. Therefore, the Law must run in the 
veins of the nation. 

A story is told about the “Wicked Bible,” or the “Bad Bible.” “In 1623, Baker and Lukas published a 
Bible in England since called ‘The Wicked Bible,’ because the little word ‘not’ was accidentally omitted in the 
seventh commandment: ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ 

“The printers were heavily fined by the High Commission and the whole edition was destroyed.”4 
We learn a lesson of renewal of our relationship with God. You break God’s Law. You disobey God’s 

Word. You offend God. How do you get back to making God the center of your life? Like Joshua, go back to 
God’s Word. Make a personal commitment of heart and soul to let the Word of God run through the veins of 
your life. Make that commitment only through Christ. The death of Christ restores our relationship with God. 
Paul wrote, “In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (2 
Cor. 5:19, ESV). We are to go back to God only through the righteousness of Christ—a righteousness that has 
fulfilled the Law. 

 
A Presentation of Sacrificial Offerings to the LORD 

 
The practice of sacrificial offerings was long set aside in the busyness of movement in the wilderness 

and war in the land. The people did not practice it since they entered the land. But now it was to become the 
beginning of regular worship.5  

There is a good question for us—Are you so busy that you don’t have time for offering sacrifices to God 
anymore? Often, we get so busy that we fail to renew our love for God. But we cannot experience God in the 
busyness of life. We experience God in the solitude of communion with Him. We must give time and space to 
reflect on God. We must give time to refresh our thoughts of God. We must give time to renew our devotion to 
Him. If you are to love God with all your heart, the ministry is not the place to do it. The place to refresh your 
love for God is worship. 

Yesterday, we held a prayer breakfast in our home. Our youth pastor and worship leaders were there at  
6 AM. We meditated on Eph. 5:1-20. We prayed and sang and prayed and sang. After that, we ate breakfast 
together.  

It was a beautiful time of refreshing of the things of God. 
Renew your love for God in a private, quiet time of prayer. Rekindle your love for God in a quiet place 

for Bible-reading.  
Notice that every man, woman, child, and foreigner attended the covenant ceremony (v. 33). Thus, 

renewing your love for God is not merely individual, but corporate—in the assembly of the church. It is in the 
worship of the gathered church that the people of God renew their commitment to God.  

God has ordained Sunday as a day of worship. We don’t just worship on Sundays because we’re used to 
it. Like the first churches, we worship on Sunday, because it is the day of the resurrection of Christ. It is a day 
of refreshing, a day of reflection, a day of renewal in the things of God. We should not allow the busyness of 
our lives to rob us of times of refreshing in the Spirit. If we are to win our battles, if we are to possess the land, 
God must be the center of our lives. 

“And they offered on it burnt offerings to the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings” (Josh 8:31, ESV). 
Joshua offered two kinds of offering—the burnt offering and the peace offering. In the burnt offering, the fire 
fully consumes the whole animal (e.g. lamb, pigeon, ram, or young bull) (Ex. 29:18).The Hebrew, olah, is from 
the root, ala, which means, “that which goes up.” Thus, a burnt offering “goes up in the flame of the altar to 
God expressing the ascent of the soul in worship.”6 The purpose of the burnt offering is to atone for sin. 
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In the peace offering (Heb. shelem), the fire does not totally consume the animal. Those presenting the 
peace offering may eat the unconsumed parts of the animal. The peace offering is “a sacrifice for friendship”, 
signifying fellowship between God and the worshippers.7 

The people of Israel have sinned against God. They have stolen the devoted things at Ai. At Mt. Ebal, 
they offer burnt offerings to atone for their sins. They offer a peace offering, signifying fellowship with God. 
But God Himself instituted such sacrifices for their sins. We can infer then that in offering such sacrifices, they 
acknowledged that the way to God is God’s method of forgiving their sins—the sacrificial method. 

Thus, we approach God according to God’s method of approaching Him—through the sacrifice of His 
Son Jesus Christ. It is sad to say that today, millions of Filipinos go to their churches and offer sacrifices to God 
that God simply rejects. They offer God another sacrifice of Christ, a sacrifice of idols, a sacrifice of money, 
and a sacrifice of good works. But God rejects all these things. For the Bible says that God accepts you only 
through the single sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 

The sacrificial system of the Old Testament pointed to the final sacrifice of Christ on the cross. The 
book of Hebrews tells us that the sacrifice of Christ on the cross is “once for all,” thus ending all animal 
sacrifices. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is the final sacrifice. When Christ said, “It is finished,” on the cross, it 
was the final sacrifice for the sins of the world.  

When you renew your relationship with God therefore, you renew it through the death of Christ on the 
cross. God will receive you only through the merits of Christ and the mediatorial prayer of Christ. 

Do you know that Jesus prays for you before the Father? Do you also know that Satan accuses you often 
before God? But when Satan accuses you before God, Jesus defends you. That is why we come to God in Jesus’ 
Name. It is only through Jesus’ finished work on the cross and through His prayers, that we shall find mercy on 
the throne of grace. 

 
A Public Acknowledgment of the Word of God 

 
Five times, the writer points to the Law of Moses in vv. 31-35. V. 31, “as it is written in the Book of the  

Law of Moses.” V. 32, “a copy of the law of Moses.” V. 33, “just as Moses the servant of the Lord had 
commanded.” V. 34, “all that is written in the Book of the Law.” V. 35, “all that Moses commanded.” 

What is the writer telling his readers? He is saying that the Law defines the nation. The Law makes 
Israel distinct from other nations. The Law identifies Israel as the people of God. The Law then is the DNA of 
Israel as the people of God. Now if Israel disobeys the Law, the way back to God is still through the Law.8 

Note that Joshua brings to bare the claims of God upon the people of God. In reading the Law to the 
people, Joshua was saying, “Listen! God has a claim to our very lives!” Their prosperity or poverty will be 
determined by their obedience or disobedience to the covenant. In that the Law determines blessing and curse 
upon them, the Law then determines their prosperity and poverty.  

Let us read v. 33, which portrays that great worship service.  
And all Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their elders and officers and their judges,  
stood on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant  
of the LORD, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just  
as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded at the first, to bless the people of Israel.”   
At the center is the ark of the covenant with the Levite priests, as stated in the Law of Moses. All the 

people of Israel, both native and foreigner, stood on the opposite sides of the ark. Half of the people stood on 
Mt. Ebal—the mount of curses. Half stood on Mt. Gerizim—the mount of blessings. Moses commanded that the 
tribes of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin shall stand on Mt. Gerizim to announce the 
blessings. The tribes of Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali to announce the curses (Deut. 27:11-
13). 

In v. 33, the writer tells us that the purpose of the covenant ceremony is to bless the people of Israel. But 
in the context of Deut. 27:14-26, the purpose was to curse the people if they disobey the Law. Thus, the writer 
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shifts “from threat to promise.”9 He is saying that the primary purpose of the covenant renewal is to bless the 
people of Israel.  

Brethren, God blesses you if you renew your commitment to God. When you respond to God’s call to 
worship Him, blessings shall come.  

In v. 34, we see that Joshua read the Law of Moses. He did not only write it publicly. He also read the 
Law of Moses publicly. He did not only read some of the Law. He read all of it, including the blessings and the 
curses.  

According to Deut. 27:12-13, when Joshua read the blessings from the Law, the tribes of Mt. Gerizim 
would shout, “Amen!” When curses were read from the Law, the tribes of Mt. Ebal would shout, “Amen!” 

Why don’t we do that today? In Deut. 27:15-26, I will read the curses and you will say, “Amen.”  
“Cursed be the man who makes a carved or cast metal image, an abomination to the LORD, a thing 
made by the hands of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.' And all the people shall answer and say, 
'Amen.'  
 Cursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his mother.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'   
Cursed be anyone who moves his neighbor's landmark.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'  
Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind man on the road.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'   
Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.' And all 
the people shall say, 'Amen.'  
Cursed be anyone who lies with his father's wife, because he has uncovered his father's nakedness.' And 
all the people shall say, 'Amen.' 
Cursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.' 
Cursed be anyone who lies with his sister, whether the daughter of his father or the daughter of his 
mother.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.' 
Cursed be anyone who lies with his mother-in-law.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.' 
Cursed be anyone who strikes down his neighbor in secret.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'  
Cursed be anyone who takes a bribe to shed innocent blood.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.' 
Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.' And all the people shall 
say, 'Amen.' 
How did you feel about that worship exercise? It was an exciting experience, but also a life-changing 

experience. For when they heard the blessings and curses and affirmed it, they recognized the place of the Law 
in their lives.  

Do you realize the place of God’s Word in your life today? Ps. 119:97: “Oh how I love your law! It is 
my meditation all the day.”  

Two women friends were having coffee when they began to talk about the  
Bible. The first one said, “I never knew you read the Bible. I’ll bet you P100 you can’t even recite the Lord’s 
prayer.” 

“Of course I can!,” said the second. “Well, then, recite it now,” said the first. 
The second woman began, “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray Thee, Lord, my  

soul to keep . . .” 
The first woman listened with amazement. “Wow!” she said. “Here’s your P500. I  

didn’t think you knew it!” 
Ps. 1:1-3 says,  
Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law does he 
meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its 
fruit in its season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he does shall prosper (KJV).  
Like the Law in the life of Israel, your obedience to God’s Word shall determine your success in life. 
The covenant ceremony at Shechem is the second ceremony patterned after the same covenant ceremony 

at Sinai. But there is one major difference. The ceremony at Sinai was a distant memory to the people. The 
ceremony at Shechem, however, brings the covenant close to their ears and into their lives.  
                                                

9 Butler, Joshua, 93. 



If they were to possess the land, they have to hear God’s Law with their ears first and then apply it in 
their lives. It is a distant thing to remember God’s Word years ago. It is totally different to hear God’s Word for 
yourself today. It is a distant thing to remember others make God’s Word the rule of their lives yesterday. It is a 
totally transforming thing for you to make God’s Word the rule of your life today.  
 

Conclusion 
 

We learn three elements in making God the center of our lives. You make a commitment to get back to 
the Word of God. You draw near to God through Christ. You make God’s Word the rule of your life. 


