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In Num. 13, we find the Israelites now standing at the southern border of the land of 
Canaan—the promised land of Yahweh. They were about to go and possess the land. But the ten 
spies discouraged them, giving an evil report of the land. There was the Announcement of 
Unbelief—“the People are Strong.” 

The result—they began to fear the people of the land. They lost faith in the power of 
Yahweh to bring them into the land. They revolted against their God. This is the tragedy of 
unbelief. 

But there is also the triumph of faith in Caleb. He gave the Affirmation of Faith: “Let us 
certainly go up.”  

Today, we shall look into two things—the rebuttal of the ten spies and the final reply of 
Joshua and Caleb. I hope that as we study this chapter of Israel’s history, you will experience the 
triumph of faith, as you focus on the promises and power of God. 

 
The Articulation of Unbelief: “The People are Stronger” (13:31-14:4) 

 
The ten spies persisted in their unbelief. They engaged in a direct rebuttal of Caleb’s 

words. Caleb said, “Let us go up, for we are able to overcome it” (v. 30). But they answered, 
“We are not able to go up” (v. 31). They used the same words, but only to contradict Caleb.1 

The writer calls it a “bad report” (v. 32), not because it is a false report. I think their 
report was accurate, as we shall see later. But it was an evil report because it spoke evil about the 
goodness and graciousness of their covenant God. The phrase, “bad report” (Heb. dibbah), 
means, a “defaming report.”2 Their report was evil, because it defamed the integrity of a holy, 
gracious, and faithful God. In their evil report, they stressed three things. 

First, they cited the strength of the people. At first, they said that “the people are strong” 
(v. 28). Now they say that the people are “stronger than we are” (v. 31). What are they saying 
here? They are saying that God’s will for them is not good for them, because of the obstacles in 
the land.  

We learn valuable lessons here. There will always be obstacles when you do the will of 
God. If you look only on the obstacles, you will question God’s will. Focus on your enemies, and 
they will look stronger. But focus on your God, and you will overcome your enemies. Compare 
yourself with the power of the problem, and you shall be overwhelmed. But compare your 
problem with the power of God, and you shall overcome. 

Second, they cited the swallowing of the land. Note the phrase, “a land that devours its 
inhabitants,” in v. 32. It is like the land of Maguindanao. In the Maguindanao massacre of 2010, 
55 people were killed in a barangay there, while on their way to another city. Some were 
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relatives of the Mangudadatu clan. The key suspects are the Ampatuans—the enemies of the 
Mangudadatus. It looks like a clan war is killing people in Maguindanao. 

That seems to be the case in Canaan. With many fierce tribes, the land destroys its 
people3 probably by constant clan wars.4 The Israelites interpreted it as death by warfare (READ 
14:3).  

Do you see what they are saying here? Yahweh’s land is not for us, because it will kill us. 
This, my friends, is unbelief, pure and simple. Their report, therefore, is an evil report because it 
basically rejects the will of God.  

Third, they cited the size of the enemy. They said that all the people were “of great 
height” (v. 32). They saw the “Nephilim” (v. 33), which means, “giants” or “fierce warriors.”5 
The same word, nephilim, is used in Gen. 6:4, describing mighty men of legendary fame. These 
Nephilim were the product of the unholy union between the sons of God (or angels, Job 1:6; 2:1; 
38:7; 2 Pet. 2:4-5; Jude 6) and the daughters of men.  

The Nephilim are giants, while we are like grasshoppers, the ten spies said (v. 33). They 
looked at themselves as grasshoppers to be crushed on the ground—to be easily trampled by 
their enemies. Joshua and Caleb did not object to this report, implying its accuracy.  

But the ten spies failed, not in seeing the problem realistically, but in failing to see the 
obstacles from God’s point of view. They failed to see things from God’s perspective. 

Sometimes we are so attached to this world that we live by the values of this world. We 
think by the thoughts of this world. But God commands us to stop seeing things by the agenda of 
this world, but by the agenda of God. Paul wrote, “Set your minds on things that are above, not 
on things that are on earth” (Col. 3:2). We are to see things by God’s agenda, God’s purposes, 
and God’s glory in mind. 

And God’s agenda is to go in the strength of God. Look at your problems, and it will look 
bigger than you. But look at your God, and your problems will look smaller, because God is 
bigger than your problems! Do not look at the giant problems before you. Look at the God who 
stands by you as you face the problem. You shall surely overcome your problems, for the God 
who stands by you shall go with you through the problems. 

What happened next? (READ Num. 14:1) It was an intense lament, borne of unbelief. Do 
you know that your unbelief will make you cry? Your lack of faith will make your life stressful. 

Then they grumbled against their leaders, Moses and Aaron. First, they conveyed their 
wish to die in Egypt in v. 2—“Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we 
had died in this wilderness!” Second, they charged God for an evil plan in v. 3—“Why is the 
LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? (Note the blame game there.) Third, they 
called for a snap election to replace their leaders—“Let us choose a leader and go back to 
Egypt.”  

Years later, the Psalmist wrote in Ps. 106:24-25, “they despised the pleasant land, having 
no faith in his promise. They murmured in their tents, and did not obey the voice of the Lord.” 

What if our church will follow their footsteps? I can imagine our church already standing 
on the border of A. Lopez. We are about to enter our land. Then some of us might say, “Oh, 
there is no parking there. There are drug-pushers in the land. There are squatters in the land. 
They are stronger, taller, fatter, and more voracious eaters than we are.”  
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You will grumble against Pastor Henry and Brother Felix. “We should have stayed in 
Maxwell Hotel! Why is the Lord bringing us into A. Lopez?” 

Then you will say, “Let us choose another pastor and go back to Maxwell hotel!” 
They have seen the power of Yahweh in bringing them out of bondage in Egypt. They 

have seen His supply of food and water in the desert. They have tasted His grace and goodness to 
them. Now they want to go back to Egypt.  

They rejected their land. In rejecting their land, they rejected their God. This is the 
tragedy of unbelief and rebellion.  

Isn’t this how we behave sometimes? We have seen the goodness of God in their lives. 
We have tasted His marvelous grace in answered prayers. But we backslide and long for the 
sinful comforts of Egypt. We no longer move forward to the city of God. We want to go back to 
the city of sin in the world. 

But people of faith look forward to the heavenly land of God. Heb. 11:15-16 says, “If 
they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.” 

So let me ask you now—What are your travel plans today? Do you plan to move forward 
to the city of God or go back to Egypt? Will you press on toward the mark, toward your high 
calling in Christ Jesus? 

 
The Assertion of Faith: “The LORD is With Us” (14:5-10) 

 
In v. 5, Moses and Aaron fell on their faces, probably to pray for Yahweh’s mercy and 

grace, in view of the people’s rebellion. In v. 6, Joshua and Caleb tore their clothes, signifying 
“grief and horror” for the people’s faithlessness (cf. Gen. 37:29, 34; Job 1:20).6 Then they 
preached a sermon of faith. 

First, they stressed the condition of the land in v. 7 (READ). Joshua and Caleb 
emphasized the real value of the land. The ESV reads, “The land is an exceedingly good land.” 
But the Hebrew is emphatic—ṭôbâ hā˒āreṣ mĕ˒ōd mĕ˒ōd, which translates, “good the land 
exceedingly exceedingly.”  

Why did they stress the exceeding goodness of the land? They probably wanted the 
people to focus on the land as the good gift of God. I suggest another reason. The mention of the 
exceeding goodness of the land connects with the exceeding goodness of God to Israel. That’s 
why they said in v. 8, “If the LORD delights in us.” They are there only by the pleasure of the 
LORD. The land is exceedingly good, because God is exceedingly good to them.  

Note how they count the good things and not the bad things. Yes, the people may be 
stronger than us. 

Yet the land is an exceedingly good land. 
Can you do that today—counting the good and not the bad? Yes, the land in A. Lopez is 

full of squatters; but the building is a good building for worship, youth center, and pre-school. 
Yes, my wife has a mean temper; but she understands me and loves me and sacrifices for me. 
Yes, my parents are strict; but they only want to protect me from a sin-sick world. Yes, God has 
given you good things, because God is good. 
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Second, they cited the choice of the LORD in v. 8 (READ). Yes, the LORD shall give 
them the land. But on one condition—if He delights [Heb. hapes] in them. It is a sovereign 
choice of the LORD. He will delight in them, if He chooses to delight in them. If He delights in 
them, then He will bring them into the land. 

What makes the LORD delight in people? The LORD delights in people who follow His 
covenant. Isa. 56:4 says that the eunuchs who please Him are those who are faithful to His 
covenant. Jer. 9:24 says that the LORD delights in those who know Him—His steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness.  

God’s delight is by divine choice. But divine choice is often a response to human 
faithfulness. Recall that favorite verse of many—Ps. 37:4, “Delight yourself in the LORD, and he 
will give you the desires of your heart.” “Delight yourself”—that’s human faithfulness. “He will 
give you the desires of your heart”—that’s divine choice. Thus, Joshua and Caleb urged them 
NOT to rebel against God and fear the people of the land. 

Brethren, do you want God to delight in you? Follow His laws and obey His Word. Know 
Him and trust Him and He will delight in you. 

Third, they gave the call of faith in v. 9 (READ). They should not fear the Canaanites for 
three reasons. One, “they are bread for us.” In the Hebrew, it literally reads, “our food they are.” 
The metaphor of bread is meant to rebut the evil report. The ten spies said that the land eats up 
its people. But Joshua and Caleb said that the Israelites themselves shall eat them. The people of 
the land shall be food for the Israelites. They shall destroy them.7 

Two, “their protection is removed from them.” The word, “protection” (Heb. tsel) means, 
“shadow,”  “shade,” “defense,” or “shelter.” A strong nation may give someone shelter.8 We 
now call it “political asylum.” Joshua and Caleb are saying that the people of the land are 
defenseless and powerless. In their time, people believed that their god protects their nation. 
Joshua and Caleb are saying that their gods are inutile—powerless to protect them from the 
Israelites. Who has removed their protection from them? The God of Israel Himself. 

Do you rely in your money, business, or friends to protect you? God can remove that 
protection anytime. There is no better protection than God Himself!  

There is a third reason why they should not fear the Canaanites. Three, “the LORD is with 
us.” The presence of Yahweh is with them. Yes, to follow the LORD in the land involves 
hardships. But do you know that you will face greater hardships in life without God than with 
God? Better to face hardships with God than without God, for the Lord is with us! 

The ten spies put the giants between them and the Lord. But the two put the Lord 
between them and the giants.9 Put the problem between you and the Lord and you will fail. Put 
the Lord between you and the problem and you will succeed.  

That, dear brothers and sisters, is the triumph of faith! 
 

Conclusion 
 

I read a story about a little boy who received a diary from his dad when he was five yrs. 
old. His father told him that he could write the things in his life in his diary.  
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Soon, the father gave him five cents one Saturday. So he wrote it down—five cents. The 
next Saturday, his dad gave him five cents again. So he wrote that down. He expected his dad to 
give him five cents every Saturday. So he decided to write it all down. He wrote five cents on all 
the Saturdays of the year throughout his diary.  

That is faith. He trusted his dad to do it. And so by faith, he added it to his record.10  
Do you believe in the promises of God today? Do you believe that God will do His 

promise tomorrow? Then write it down in all the coming days of the year. 
God shall fulfill His promise. He will be with us. He will give us the land.  
Now go and possess the land by faith. According to your faith, it shall be done unto you. 
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