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Today, I launch a sermon series on, “Go and Possess the Land: Expanding Our Borders 

for His Glory,” covering June to October, 2011. We will study Num. 13:1-14:10 and Josh. 1-11, 
which tell us how Israel possessed the land of promise. This is not a “topical” sermon series, but 
an “expository” sermon series.  

Have you heard of sermons that speak more about the topic of the pastor than the text of 
the Bible? That is a topical sermon. The problem with topical sermons is that the topic is 
imposed on the text. Conversely, the text is made to support the topic, which is oftentimes not 
found in the text. 

But an exegetical, expository sermon speaks the pure message of the text. It allows the 
ancient text to speak for itself then, and applies it to the listeners of today. By the expository 
method, we will draw out the meaning of the writer. In the expository sermon therefore, the text 
will determine the structure and content of the sermon. Then we will pick up eternal lessons on 
how to claim your blessing and expand your borders for God. 

This is hard work. It is far easier to make a topical sermon than an expository sermon. 
But I contend that the soul is more nourished with the Word through expository preaching than 
any other preaching. 

 
Four hundred years before the Israelites arrived at the perimeter of the promised land, 

Yahweh made a covenant with Abraham. Gen. 15:18-21 says, “On that day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your offspring I give this land, from zthe river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the 
Jebusites’” (ESV).  

Four hundred years later, Yahweh reaffirmed His promise to Moses. Ex. 3:8 says, “I have 
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land 
to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites” (ESV). 

In Num. 13, the Israelites were about to go up and possess the land. But they were afraid 
of the power of the people of the land. They lost faith in the power of Yahweh, questioning His 
plan. They rebelled against Yahweh. Thus, they dishonored Yahweh and brought judgment upon 
themselves. It is the most critical part of the history of Israel, producing the most serious 
consequences. Israel forfeited her inheritance and wandered in the wilderness for forty years.  

This, then, is the first lesson—the tragedy of unbelief and the triumph of faith. It is my 
prayer that you will learn to experience the triumph of faith in your life, family, workplace, and 
ministry. 

 
The Announcement of Unbelief: “The People are Strong” (13:27-29) 

 
In Num. 13:1, we find the Israelites now standing on the southern part of Palestine. This 

is already the second year after the exodus from Egypt. The LORD commanded Moses to send 



out twelve men—one from each of the twelve tribes of Israel. Representing the tribes, they 
signify the whole nation. 

They are to spy out the whole land for forty days. They are to travel by foot from the 
Wilderness of Zin through the valley of Eshcol, north of Hebron. They are to pass through 
Hebron all the way to Lebo-hamath, the northern border city of the promised land. In total, they 
trekked about 350 to 500 miles (560 to 800 kms.) in their movement across the land.1 

At the end of forty days, they came back to Kadesh, in the Paran wilderness, located 
south of the Zin wilderness, with a report. The land was indeed flowing with milk and honey, 
they said. It means that Canaan was a very fertile and fruitful land. They showed the fruit of the 
land—a cluster of grapes on a pole carried by two men.  

“However,” they said in v. 28, “the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the 
cities are fortified and very large.” The adverbial, “however” (Heb. ephes) is a limiting word. It 
means, “only that.”2 The ten spies said, “Oh, the land is a land of milk and honey indeed. Only 
that—the people are strong. It is a productive land, yes. Only that—the people are fierce.” This 
is an announcement of unbelief. 

What makes it a statement of unbelief? To go into the land without assessing the risks is 
wrong. To look at the positive side only is also wrong. But going against the will of God to go 
into the land by discouraging the people is not only wrong—it is a sin!3  

They had a problem of vision. They looked at one obstacle—the power of the people. But 
they failed to look at the power of God. 

Have you experienced that? “Oh, he’s intelligent. Only that—he is ugly. Oh, the Lord will 
provide. Only that, we have no money left. God will give us a pre-school. Only that—we cannot 
afford it.” 

Listen! If you focus on the obstacles, you will fail. But if you focus on the Lord, you will 
succeed. 

The adjective, “strong” (Heb. az), means, “strong, mighty, fierce,” or ferocious and 
fearsome like a lion (Judg. 14:18).4 In v. 28, they “saw the descendants of Anak there.”  

The word, “Anak” (Heb. anaq), means, “long-necked (tall) men, early giant people” in 
“Hebron and in Philistia.”5 The Anakims were giants, feared for their size and strength. Their 
long necks were probably longer than that of NBA great, Dirk Nowitzki (cf. Deut. 2:11; 9:2).  

The Amalekites was also a feared enemy of Israel. These descendants of Esau were 
roving nomads instead of permanent settlers of the land (cf. Gen. 36:12).  

The Canaanites were probably Phoenicians, who lived by the sea and the coast of Jordan 
(cf. Gen. 10:15).6   

The spies saw the size, strength, and strong cities of the Anakim, Amalekites, Hittites, 
Jebusites, Amorites, and Canaanites. But they focused on their power, so they became afraid. 
Being fearful, they lost faith in God. 
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Brethren, what are the giants in your life?  What are the giants in our new church land 
and building? Some of your giants might be sickness, a rebellious child, a harsh boss, or maybe 
fighting in the family. 

Everything depends on how you look at your giants. Focus on the power of the problem, 
and you will be fearful. But focus on the power of God, and you will be faithful.  

Compare yourself against the giants, and you will be afraid. But compare the giants 
against God, and you will be bold! Because God makes the difference! 

 
The Affirmation of Faith: “Let us certainly go up” (13:30, YLT) 

 
The negative report of the ten spies caused loud grumbling among the people. In v. 30, 

Caleb silenced them. (READ v. 30) He then said three things. One, “Let us go up at once.” Two, 
“Let us occupy it.” Three, “We are able to overcome it.” 

First, let us study the words, “Let us go up at once.” I looked into the Hebrew and noticed 
something amazing. The word, “go up” (Heb. alah) is used actually two times. The literally 
reading seems to be, “Let us go up go up.”  

But the first word, alah, is qal infinitive absolute, which is a word of affirmation.7 It can 
be translated, “certainly, definitely, by all means, absolutely, or unquestionably.” “We should by 
all means go up” (NASB), or “Let us certainly go up” (YLT). Caleb appears to be saying, “We 
should definitely, absolutely, and unquestionably go up.”  

I like Caleb’s words here. It shows that he is a man of faith and a man of action.  
Do you know that a woman of faith is a woman of action? Apply your faith in God by 

acting on it. Hesitation decreases faith. Action increases it. When you hesitate, when you 
postpone action, you increase your fear and decrease your faith. But when you act on your faith, 
you increase your faith and you decrease your fear. 

What is God calling you today to go up to? What sin in your life is God calling you to 
rise up and overcome in His strength? What new ministry or path is God calling you to go into? 
Say with Caleb, “I will absolutely go up in God’s strength!” 

In Deut. 1:8, the LORD says, “See, I have set the land before you. Go in and take 
possession of the land that the Lord swore to your fathers.” Did you read that? The LORD has 
set the land before them. The land is theirs for the taking. All they need to do is to possess it. 

Caleb believes this promise with all his heart. That’s why he declares, “We should 
definitely go up and possess the land.” There is no question about it. The LORD has set the land 
before us. Even if there are giants in the land, we should definitely go up! Even if they have 
walled cities, we should absolutely go up! Even if there are more of them, we should 
unquestionably go up and possess the land! That is an affirmation of faith! 

Beloved, today, the Lord has set the land before us. We now have the chance to possess 
the land in A. Lopez. There might be giants in the land. You might be afraid of the people of the 
land. But the Lord has already set the land before us. We should therefore definitely go up and 
possess the land! 

Second, Caleb said, “Let us go and occupy it.” The verb, “occupy” (Heb. yarash), “take 
possession of, esp. by force, have as a possession, often with collat. idea of taking in place of 
others, succeeding to, inheriting” in the qal stem.8 In the context of Num. 13, Caleb is saying, 
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“Let us go and take possession of the land from its inhabitants.” “Let us take it from them. Let us 
take over the land.” 

When the Israelites arrived at the border of the promised land in Canaan, no land title was 
waiting for them at the “Provincial Capitol of Canaan.” The land was still in the hands of the 
Canaanites. The Israelites had to fight for it. They had to shed blood, sweat, and tears just to 
possess it. 

But Yahweh promised that He will be with them in every battle. They should do only 
three things—be strong, be courageous, and be obedient to the Word of God (Josh. 1:3, 9). 

The same is true with us. After many years of prayers, God has given us both a church 
land and church building in one stroke. But the land title is not yet in our hands. We still have to 
fight for it.  

We must give more. You cannot acquire the land by giving the same amount yesterday. If 
you do the same things, expect the same results. But if you do a different thing, then you can 
expect a different result. Thus, if you did not give anything last year, start giving something this 
year. If you gave less last year, give more this year. If you give more this year, then the result 
will be different. It will be higher this year than last year. 

Hence, we must pray more, give more, and work hard some more. You cannot do the 
same amount of work and expect a different result.  

Only we must be strong and courageous in the Lord. 
Finally, Caleb said, “We are able to overcome it.” How can Caleb confidently say it? 

Because he did not focus on the power of the problem. Instead, he focused on the power of God. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Look at Num. 14:8-9 (READ). Caleb and Joshua said, “The LORD will bring us into the 
land. The LORD is with us.”  

Church, there will be obstacles along the way. We might face opposition from some 
people there. We might lose some support from some people. We might lack money for our pre-
school.  

But beloved, our focus is never on the power of the obstacles before us, but on the power 
of God in our church and in our lives. For the Lord is with us. He will bring us into the land! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
 


