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In Num. 13, Israel were standing at the southern border of the promised land. But they feared the people 
of the land. They wanted to go back to the comforts of Egypt. They fell into unbelief and rebellion against 
Yahweh. Thus, God judged Israel, making her wander in the wilderness for forty years. A whole generation of 
Israelites died there, without ever seeing the land.  

Fast forward to Joshua 1 where Israel is now under the leadership of Joshua. They are now camped on 
the east bank of the Jordan river. The land of promise is located on the western side of the Jordan. These 
Israelites are the new generation—the sons and daughters of their parents who rejected God’s promise. 

The question is—Will they persevere until they possess the land? How will they win the battles?  
To some degree, you and I are like these Israelites. You have come from a state of unbelief to a state of 

faith in Christ. Since the day you trusted Christ as Savior, you embarked on a spiritual journey with God to your 
promised land—your inheritance in Christ. You are bound to inherit all the blessings of Christ when He comes 
again (Eph. 1).  

Yet the question is—Will you persevere in the journey? How will you win the battles along the way? 
We shall learn the key to our success in Joshua 1 in the call of Joshua. The call of Joshua is also a call for every 
Christian to find your success and victory in God alone. 
 

The Call to Claim the Land: I Will Not Fail You 
 

I’d like to point out three important points here. First, God’s faithfulness ensures a forward movement 
(v. 1). After Moses’ death, Yahweh calls Joshua. We see here the divine faithfulness to fulfill His covenant. 

Yahweh tells Joshua to move forward and go into the land. This means that God is faithful despite the 
loss of a leader. 

God remained faithful to our church even during those years without a pastor. Ate Lita had a hard time  
inviting speakers for every Sunday of the year. If no one could come, there is the old reliable speaker, Rev. Dr. 
Felix Ayala. You continued faithfully as a church, holding worship and prayer meetings. But the real reason is 
because God is faithful. 
 When I took over the church as Pastor in mid-2007, I counted an average of 35 people every Sunday. 
Today, we have around 100 people, including our outreaches in Minglanilla, Mandaue, and Mactan. We have 
six small groups meeting every week. We have planted two churches in Bohol. Now, we are about to possess 
our land. Our strategy is to establish one multi-location church meeting in three places—in Maxwell, 
Minglanilla, and Mactan. On July 17, we will celebrate 25 Years of Grace. 

Brethren, God is faithful.  
Moses is now dead. But Yahweh’s faithfulness does not depend on Moses. It does not depend on the 

achievement of men, but on the purpose of God to glorify Himself.  
Second, God’s steadfastness ensures a fixed possession (vv. 2-4). In vv. 2-4, Yahweh is addressing 

Joshua and the Israelites, as the plural, “you,” indicates. The land is a fixed possession. The “land of the 
Hittites” refers to the land of the Canaanites. The “Great Sea” refers to the Mediterranean Sea.1 

The promise in vv. 3-4 is based in Deut. 11:24, “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall 
be yours. Your territory shall be from the wilderness to the Lebanon and from the River, the river Euphrates, to 
the western sea.” Note that the promise is repeated carefully almost word for word. This means that God is 
steadfast to fulfilling His promise. There is no breaking or changing of His promise to Moses. God is 
unwavering in His commitment to fulfill it. 

                                                
1 David M. Howard, Jr., Joshua (NAC 5; ed. E. Ray Clendenen; Nashville: Broadman, 1998), 82. 



Aren’t you glad that you worship a God like that? I’m glad that God is not like some of us. Are you 
going to come to the meeting at 5 PM? Yes. At 5:30 PM, he is nowhere there. Will you support the church?  
Yes. After one year abroad, there is no support.  

Be careful with your pledges! Once you pledge an amount, there is no turning back. Listen! A leader 
who does not keep his word shall lose the trust of his people. Let your yes be yes and your no be no. 

Third, God’s nearness ensures a foregone victory (v. 5). In v. 5, Yahweh is now addressing Joshua alone 
as the new leader of Israel, as the singular, “you,” shows. He tells Joshua, “No man shall be able to stand before 
you” (v. 5). These are exactly the same words that He promised Moses. “No one shall be able to stand against 
you” (Deut. 7:24; cf. 11:25). Because God is with you, no one can stand against you. 

What obstacles stand before us, as we claim our promised land? Taxes? No Money for Renovation? 
Local crimes? No obstacle shall stand before us, for God will be with us.  

What are you battling today? What forces are standing before you? Sin? Sickness? Bad Bosses? 
Joblessness? Slow business? Tuition money? No one shall stand before you, for God will be with you. 

 
The Call to Courage: I will Go with You 

 
Yahweh now calls on Joshua to “be strong and courageous.” God repeats it three times in vv. 6, 7, and 

9. There are three reasons why Joshua should be courageous. First, Yahweh will be with him (READ vv. 5, 9). 
These words echo the words that Moses told the Israelites. Deut. 31:6, “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear 
or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” It 
tells us that Yahweh shall be with Joshua in exactly the same strength and power that He was with Moses. 

Yahweh said in v. 4, “I will be with you.” It might sound ordinary to you, but it is very significant. It 
recalls Yahweh’s promise to Moses in Ex. 3:12-15. Yahweh commissioned Moses to get His people out of 
Egypt. Then Yahweh said to Moses, “I will be with you.” The verb, “will be,” is from the Hebrew, hayah. 

Moses then asked, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, the God of your fathers has sent me, and 
they ask, ‘What is his name?,’ what shall I tell them?” Yahweh answered, “Tell them, I AM WHO I AM.” The 
words, “I am,” is from the Heb. verb, hayah.  

Do you see the connection there—“I will be with you, I AM”? The same verb is in the name, “Yahweh,” 
which means, “I AM WHO I AM,” or “the Self-Existent One.” Then Yahweh told Moses, “Say to them, 
Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 
you.” Hence, Yahweh’s promise to be with Moses is within the context of Yahweh as the covenant God of 
Israel. Similarly, God’s promise that He will be with Joshua signifies that He keeps His covenant to be with His 
people, Israel.  

Now if God keeps His promise to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Joshua, He will certainly keep His 
promise to you. The reason is that God is a covenant-keeping God. And He is in covenant with you through 
Christ. No one shall stand before you, for God will be with you.  

Read the next promise, “I will never leave you or forsake you” (v. 5). I looked in the Hebrew and 
discovered an amazing thing. The verb, “leave” (Heb. rapa) means, “let drop,” like dropping the hand, or 
figuratively, abandoning someone,2 in the hiphil stem. Yahweh tells Joshua, “I will not abandon you.” 

Then I looked into the verb, “forsake” (Heb. azab). It means, “to depart.”3 It literally reads, “I will not 
depart from you.”  

Have you felt that God has abandoned you? Take this promise to your heart. God says, “I will not drop 
you. I will not depart from you.”  

Second, Yahweh will fight for him. The context of the promise in v. 5 is found in Deut. 31:3-5. Deut. 
31:3-5, “The LORD your God himself will go over before you. He will destroy these nations before you, so that 
you shall dispossess them . . . And the Lord will do to them as he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, 
and to their land, when he destroyed them. And the Lord will give them over to you.” 

Notice how the writer always credits Yahweh for the victory. Thus, Yahweh encourages Joshua to be 
strong and courageous, because it is He Himself who will fight for him. 
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This thought is a blessing to me. It means that I should not be stressed when facing obstacles. The Lord 
will fight for me. I will no longer worry or fear. Why are you stressed when you face your problems? The Lord 
shall fight for you. Why worry about how to pay your bills? The Lord will fight for you. Why fear about your 
joblessness? The Lord shall fight for you! 

Third, Joshua’s courageous spirit is critical to the cause. In v. 6, Yahweh told Joshua that he “shall cause 
this people to inherit the land.” Joshua is God’s man to do the job. If he is weak and indecisive, the mission is 
bound to fail. 

I remember John Maxwell’s “Law of the Lid.” The Law of the Lid says that “Leadership ability 
determines a person’s level of effectiveness.” Your ability will determine your effectiveness. If your ability is 
up to this level, then your effectiveness is only up to that level. The church will only go so far as the ability of 
her pastor. If the pastor is only up to this level, then the church will only reach up to that level.  

I think Joshua follows the Law of the Lid. Because he was strong and courageous in battle, the people 
were also strong and courageous in battle.  

We see the interplay of divine power and human strength. God shall give Sihon and his land to Israel, 
but Israel must go and defeat his army. God shall go with Israel, but Joshua should be courageous. He should be 
strong and resolute, not weak and indecisive.  

When God promises you something, don’t just sit there! Go and claim it! Faith without works is dead. 
We need leaders like Joshua today. We need leaders who are courageous in the Lord. We need leaders 

who are unafraid to go and take the land. We need leaders who will continue our church planting movement and 
church building campaign. We need leaders who are consumed with the glory of God that they will carry out 
His agenda in this world.  

Will you be that kind of leader? 
 

The Call to Comply with the Law: I Will Make You Succeed 
 

Yahweh gives three components in this call. First, be careful to do all of the Law (READ v. 7). Joshua 
must do not just some of the Law, but all of it. Look at v. 8, “do according to all that is written in it.” God does 
not require partial obedience, but total obedience.  

Many Christians today obey God only partially. That is why they do not receive God’s best for them. If 
you want to succeed, obey God totally.  

Joshua and Israel shall face many battles ahead. But Yahweh does not give him military instructions. He 
gives him spiritual instructions. Thus, the key to Israel’s success is spiritual, not physical. Israel’s success is 
directly proportional to her total obedience to the Law of the Lord.  

Brethren, our battle is not physical, but spiritual. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against the 
powers and principalities of the air. Therefore, our concern is not physical, but spiritual. It is not a question of 
how much we have money in the bank, but how much we obey the Lord in this spiritual battle. If we obey the 
Lord totally, then we will have money. You see, the spiritual side determines the physical side. 

Second, be careful not to deviate from the Law (READ v. 7). The verb, “turn” (Heb. sara), means, “turn 
aside” in the qal stem.4 The Law is the straight path of the will of God. To turn to the left or to the right of the 
Law is to turn away from the straight path of the will of God. To deviate from the Law is to deviate from the 
will of God.  

The same word is used in Deut. 9:12. In Deut. 9, Moses spent forty days and forty nights with the LORD 
in Mt. Sinai. At the end of the forty days and nights, the LORD gave Moses two tablets containing the Ten 
Commandments. Then the LORD said to Moses, “Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you 
have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded 
them; they have made themselves a metal image” (Deut. 9:12).  

The Israelites turned aside from the true God by making a god of metal. Thus, the Israelites fell into 
apostasy. They turned away from the commands of God. To turn from the Law therefore, is to “apostatize.”5 
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Many churches today have turned from the Word of God. Paul said, “For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching . . . they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Tim. 4:3-4). I pray that 
this church will not turn aside to false teachings.  

Do you want to succeed in this life according to God’s will? Do not turn aside from the Law of the Lord. 
Third, be careful not to let the Law depart from your mouth, but to meditate on it daily (READ v. 8). 

I’ve long wondered why the “mouth” is mentioned here. I discovered that the Israelites meditated with their 
mouths.  

When you hear the word, “meditate,” what comes to your mind? Maybe you imagine the yoga position. 
Many think that to meditate is to empty your mind and think of nothing, or concentrate on yourself. But the 
verb, “meditate” (Heb. haga) means, “moan, growl, utter, speak” in the qal stem.6 The same word is translated, 
“moan,” as the dove moans, and “growls,” as the lion growls on its prey (Isa. 38:14; 59:11). The idea is a sound 
uttered aloud with the mouth. Thus, to meditate on the Law is to read it aloud. That is why Yahweh said that 
this Book of the Law shall not leave your mouth.7  

Joshua is to meditate or read aloud the Law with his mouth. The Law should not leave his mouth. He 
should say it, state it, and speak it aloud day and night. The phrase, “day and night,” means that Joshua should 
make it his daily habit to read the Law aloud with his mouth. That is how you should meditate on the Word of 
God.  

 
Conclusion 

 
Do you want to succeed in life? Meditate on the Word of God. Read it aloud with your mouth. Ponder 

its words and its meaning. Do not let it leave your mouth day and night. Make it a daily habit. 
What will happen if Joshua will meditate on the Law and obey it? Yahweh says that he will prosper in 

his leadership. He will succeed in leading Israel into the promised land. 
Many prosperity pastors use Josh. 1:8 to prove their gospel of health and wealth. They say, “See? If you 

obey God, you will prosper financially and live in good health.” But the context speaks of Joshua’s prosperity 
and success in leading Israel into the promised land. God is not talking about health and wealth for everyone.  

But the promise of success in life is for those who walk with God. Those who obey God’s Word shall 
succeed in life in the will of God. Do you want to prosper and succeed by God’s will in your life? Obey God 
totally, not just partially. Do not deviate from God’s Word. Stick to it. Meditate on God’s Word. Then live by it. 

“Then you shall make your way prosperous, and you shall have good success!” 
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