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The crossing of the Jordan is a pivotal event in the history of Israel. The crossing of the Red Sea 

transferred Israel from slavery to freedom. The crossing of the Jordan transformed Israel from a wandering 
group of tribes to a landed nation.1  

There is an old Hiligaynon [local dialect] children’s song about the crossing of the Jordan. It says, 
“Didto sa tabok sang Jordan, magakita-ay kita nga tanan. Didto sa tabok sang Jordan, magakita-ay kita nga 
tanan. Didto.” [There at the other side of Jordan, we will see each other. There at the other side of Jordan, we 
will see each other. There!]  

Many believe that the crossing of the Jordan symbolizes the crossing of the Christian believer from 
death into eternal life. But Joshua 3 does not say that crossing the Jordan means death and Canaan means 
heaven. The bloody wars in the land of Canaan make it more like hell than heaven.  

My intent in this sermon is to show you what the miraculous crossing of the Jordan teaches us. Let’s 
look at some clues in Joshua 3 and 4. Josh. 3:3 says, “the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God.” Verse 
10—“the living God is among you.” Verse 13—“the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth.” Then in Josh. 
4:23-24, “the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord.”  

What the miracle in the crossing tells us is not so much about the faith of Israel, but about the presence 
and power of Yahweh, the God of Israel. The story of the crossing then tells us what we should know about 
Yahweh, the God of Israel and why we should fear Him. 

The writers of Joshua note three things about Yahweh in the story of the crossing. 
 

“The Living God is Among You” (Josh. 3:10) 
 

The words, “living God” is from the Hebrew, el hay, which means literally, “God, the living.” But  
Joshua said that the living God “is among you” (ESV) or literally, “in your midst.” (YLT) It signifies the 
presence of God in the midst of Israel.  

Joshua says in v. 10, “Here is how you know that the living God is among you.” Then in v. 11, he talks 
about the ark of the covenant. Thus, they will know that the living God is among them because of the ark of the 
covenant. 

The ark of the covenant signifies not God, but the very presence of God. Josh. 4:11 tells of the ark of the 
covenant. Josh. 4:13 then tells that 40,000 Israelite warriors “passed over before the LORD for battle,” 
signifying that the ark of the covenant refers to the presence of the LORD. Ex. 25:22 says, “There I will meet 
with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony.” 
(cf. Num. 7:89). 

The ark contained three things—the tablets of the Ten Commandments, Aaron’s rod, and a pot of manna 
(Ex. 25:16, 21; 40:20; Heb 9:4). Only priests from the tribe of Levi can carry it (Deut. 10:8).  

In v. 3, the people are instructed to set out and follow the ark, once they see it pass before them. But as 
they follow it, they are required to do two holy actions. First, in v. 4, they are to maintain distance from the ark. 
The word, “Yet,” in v. 4, is “emphatic restrictive” in the Hebrew, as the context of v. 4 tells us. (TWOT) They 
are to maintain a distance between themselves and the ark—about 2,000 cubits (36,000 in. or 3,000 ft.). 

Why? Because the ark is sacred space—the very presence of God. The emphasis here is reverence for 
Yahweh’s holy presence. The Israelites should not take God’s presence for granted. They must reverence it, 
showing reverential fear.  

Back at Mt. Sinai, the Israelites were preparing to receive the Ten Commandments. But Yahweh told 
Moses that the people must keep distance from the mountain, where God’s presence dwells. They were not to 
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touch it, or be put to death (Ex. 19:10-12). Thus, the Bible teaches two sides of the presence of God— the 
comfort of His presence, but also the terror of His glory.2 

Do you approach God with fear and trembling? We should approach God joyfully, but also fearfully. 
The emphasis on joyful praise today has made us forget the divine will for fearful worship. The presence of God 
should move us to reverential fear.  

In v. 5, another holy action is required. Second, they should consecrate themselves before God. The 
verb, “consecrate” (Heb. qadash), means, “to set apart” oneself “by purification” in the Hithpael stem (BDB). 
The basic idea is “separation unto God.” The people were to separate themselves from the things of this world 
and dedicate themselves to the things of God. 

The Mosaic Law states that they should wash their clothes, abstain from sexual relations and some foods 
(Ex. 19:10, 15; Num. 11:18). This is how they consecrated themselves. They are to keep a holy attitude before 
the living God. Then Joshua said, tomorrow, Yahweh shall do wonders among you (v. 5). 

What is in your life today that requires separation? Separate from sin, from dirty thoughts, from bad talk, 
from adultery, from pride, from vices, from the love of money.  

Listen! God cannot do wonderful things in your life, unless you are totally and absolutely dedicated unto 
God. A worldly church is an unconsecrated church. A worldly Christian is an unconsecrated Christian. God 
cannot do wonders in our church, unless we separate from worldly things, and dedicate ourselves to godly 
things. But God can do amazing things through you, if you today will consecrate your life to Him. 

Joshua says in v. 10, “the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before 
you the Canaanites.” The concept of the living God does not only indicate the presence of God among them. It 
also indicates the power of God working in their behalf. 

The power of God will drive out “the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the 
Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites” (v. 10). Yahweh will drive out the people of the land and give the 
land to His people, Israel. This means that Yahweh acts on behalf of His people. 

Tell the person to your right, “The Lord will fight for you.” Yes, the Lord will fight for us. If the Lord 
gives us the land, then He will act on our behalf. I believe that He will certainly help us pay for it.  

Do you feel that things are going against you? If you have received Christ, the presence of God lives in 
you. The power of God works in your behalf. 

 
“The Lord of All the Earth” (Josh. 3:13) 

 
In vv. 1-5, the officials tell the people that as they see the ark of the covenant being carried by the 

priests, they should follow it. They should keep a distance from the ark. Joshua then tells the people to 
consecrate themselves, preparing for the wonders of God the next day.  

In v. 6, Joshua instructs the priests to take the ark and go ahead of the people. In v. 7, the LORD tells 
Joshua that He will exalt Joshua’s prophetic leadership to Israel. Note that the Lord is the One who exalts the 
leaders, not the leaders themselves. Many pastors love to exalt themselves today. But the Lord lifts up those He 
lifts up.  

In v. 8, Joshua is to tell the priests that when they get to the edge of the waters of Jordan, they are to 
stand still in the Jordan. Joshua then tells the people that they will know that the living God is among them, who 
will drive out the Canaanites. 

Then in v. 11, Joshua points the people to the ark of the covenant, which is passing before them. Joshua 
said, “the Lord of all the earth.” He repeats the same title in v. 13. 

This is the second thing we learn about Yahweh. He is the Lord of all the earth. The word, “earth” (Heb. 
eres) can mean the land of Canaan or the whole earth or both. Yahweh is Lord of the whole land. He exercises 
control over Canaan, and therefore, He can give the land to Israel.  

But he is also the Lord of the whole earth. In Josh. 2:11, Rahab declares that Yahweh is “God in the 
heavens above and on the earth beneath.” The book of Joshua has strong links with Deuteronomy. Deut. 10:14 
says, “Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it.” 
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What is striking is that whenever the ark is mentioned, the LORD of all the earth is also mentioned. 
Look at v. 11, “ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth.” Actually in the Hebrew, it reads literally, “ark 
of the covenant, the Lord of all the earth.” Then in v. 13, “the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth.” There 
is a close link between the ark and the Lord of the earth. The text equates the ark with the Lord of all the earth. 

Why is that? I mentioned earlier that the LORD is present in the ark. The Lord of the earth means that 
He rules over all the earth. This means that the LORD who is present in the ark is the Lord who rules in all the 
earth. We can also say that the LORD who is present in the ark is also present in all the earth.3 

Have you repented your sin and received Jesus into your life? The God who lives in you is the God who 
controls the world around you! The God who controls the flood of the Jordan also controls the flood of your 
life.  

I believe God controls everything that happens to my brother. My sister called me at 3:30 AM today, 
asking me to call my sister at Mt. Sinai Hospital, Los Angeles, California. My sister there told me that the 
physical condition of my brother, Nonoy, seems to be turning bad. His pancreatitis has complications, affecting 
his kidneys, requiring dialysis. I was able to talk to him on the phone. He told me that he dreamed that he woke 
up in a nice place full of trees. He was expecting a visitor. He’s so excited and feeling happy that he was going 
to cook something for his visitor. I asked him who his visitor was. He said he thinks it’s Jesus. I told him that 
since he didn’t see the face of his visitor, maybe Jesus wants him to get well soon. He can still do many things 
for Jesus here on earth. 

The God who controls the earth is the God who controls everything that is happening with my brother. 
He rules the length and breath of our lives. 
 

“The LORD Whose Hand is Mighty” (Josh. 4:24) 
 
What is the hand of the LORD? The word, “hand” (Heb. yad), symbolizes “power.” Thus, the hand of 

the LORD is the power of the LORD.  
The crossing of the Jordan was indeed a mighty display of power! When the Levitical priests stepped on 

the overflowing waters of Jordan, they stood still.  
Then the waters coming down from above dammed by itself, rising up in a heap as far as the city of 

Adam, which is 15 miles (about 28 kms.) north of the Jordan. The waters flowing down to the Sea of the 
Arabah were cut off completely.  

Then the people of Israel—all two million of them—passed over the dry ground of the Jordan River and 
into the land. That, my friends, is the mighty hand of the LORD!  

But in 1 Sam. 4:8, the hand of the LORD is the ark of the LORD. In 1 Sam. 4:8, “Woe to us! Who can 
deliver us from the power [hand] of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with every 
sort of plague in the wilderness.” In this story, the Israelites went to war against the Philistines near Ebenezer. 
When the Philistines defeated Israel in battle, the Israelites brought in the ark of the covenant from Shiloh. 
When the Philistines heard about it, they said the words of 1 Sam. 4:8.  

Against this background then, the hand of the LORD is the ark of the LORD. Going back to Josh. 4:24, 
the hand of the LORD is the power of the LORD—symbolized by the ark of the covenant.4  

The miraculous crossing of the Jordan is for the sake of two kinds of people—the peoples of the earth 
and the people of God. The miracle has two purposes. Josh. 4:23-24 tell us, “For the LORD your God dried up 
the waters of the Jordan . . . so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, 
that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” Note the words, “so that,” in v. 24, indicating God’s purpose 
for the miracle of the crossing. 

The first purpose is so that all the peoples of earth will know the mighty hand of the LORD. The second 
purpose is so that the people of God shall respond with reverence and fear to the LORD their God. Thus, the 
first purpose is for a witness to the nations. The second purpose is worship. 

When we build a church of believers who serve God, we bear witness to the mighty hand of God to the 
people of Cebu. When we fear God, we worship Him. When we proclaim the Gospel, we bear witness to the 
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mighty hand of God. The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first, 
and then to the Greek. When we teach Bible study, we bear witness to God’s power. When we obey God in our 
lives, we worship Him.  
 

Conclusion 
 

We learn two things in Joshua 3—the presence of God and the power of God in Israel. The presence of 
God, symbolized by the ark, cut off the waters of the Jordan. The power of God held up the waters of the Jordan 
in a heap, and made Israel to cross the Jordan on dry ground. 

The miraculous crossing of the Jordan teaches us about God and how we should respond to Him. He is 
the living God. Therefore, consecrate your life to Him.  

He is the Lord of all the earth. Therefore, be assured that He controls everything that happens in your 
life.  

His hand is mighty. Therefore fear Him and worship Him. 


