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In Josh. 4, the LORD tells Joshua to remember the miracle of the cutting of the waters of the Jordan, by 
setting up memorial stones. In Josh. 5, the LORD tells Joshua to prepare the people for battle, by circumcising 
the men of Israel.  

Now you might think it strange that Yahweh would give such a commandment. Josh. 5:1 tells us that 
when the Amorite kings and Canaanite kings heard of the crossing of Israel over a dried-up Jordan River, their 
hearts melted. Isn’t it the right time to invade the land when its people are afraid? 

No, because Israel shall possess the land spiritually, not militarily. In the call of Joshua, Yahweh did not 
give Joshua a military handbook on possessing the land. Instead, Yahweh gave Joshua the spiritual handbook—
the Law of Moses. Yahweh told Joshua to meditate on the Law daily, and to obey it thoroughly. The reason is 
that the LORD is going to give the land according to the Law of Moses. Israel shall possess the land according 
to the Law of Moses. The Law is the key to the land. In other words, their obedience to God’s Law is the key to 
their inheritance of the land. It means that the things of God are critical to possession of the land. 

Think about it. The Law of the Lord is the key to your success in life! It’s not  a big company, a 
powerful boss, or a high-salary promotion that will make you successful. It is a holy commitment to obey God’s 
Word in your life! Obey God’s Word and God will bless you!  

Now in Joshua 5:1, the kings of the land were afraid of Israel. It should be the perfect time to invade the 
land. But God said, stop right there and circumcise the men of Israel. Israel needs to prioritize God’s Law 
before the land. The people need to obey God first before anything else. 

Likewise, we need to obey God first before we do anything. Maybe you are about to do something new 
and something big in your life—a new job, a new business, a new house and lot, even our new church building. 
But God tells you today, stop right there and go back to God. Before anything else, you need to stop right there 
and reflect on the Lord. 

Let us reflect on two important elements of the covenant in Josh. 5—circumcision and the Passover. 
 

Circumcision as a Condition for Possession of the Land (Josh. 5:2-9) 
 

Joshua 5:2-3 says, “At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of 
Israel a second time. So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth.” 
Before you enter the land, Yahweh says, you have got to undergo circumcision first. Circumcision is the 
surgical sign of the Abrahamic covenant. Gen. 17:10-12 says, “This is my covenant, which you shall keep, 
between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be 
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 2He who 
is eight days old among you shall be circumcised.”  

Why did Yahweh command Joshua to conduct circumcision? Because they failed to obey the command 
to those sons born in the wilderness. Joshua 9:5 tells us, “Though all the people who came out had been 
circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt 
had not been circumcised.” Yahweh makes a note of it and now calls their attention. 

What does it tell us about the LORD? Negatively, the LORD notes it when we disobey His Word. 
Positively, the LORD keeps His covenant. Ultimately, the Law is the key to the land. Obeying the Law of 
Moses is the key to possessing the land.  

Now circumcision involves cutting off the foreskin of the male. That is why in v. 3, the place of 
Joshua’s circumcision was called, “Gibeath-haaraloth”—“the hill of the foreskins.” Israel’s neighbors, Egypt, 



Edom, Ammon, and Moab, also practiced circumcision. But the point of Yahweh’s command is a people who 
seek to obey Him and honor Him.1  

That is the purpose of His covenant with Israel. The LORD seeks a people who seek His glory. The sign 
of faithfulness is circumcision.  

The LORD saw this faithfulness in Abraham, the man of faith. Abraham was already ninety-nine years 
old when he was circumcised (Gen. 17:24). I’ve seen ten-year old boys fearing circumcision. But Abraham, at 
ninety-nine, was willing to be circumcised, because he put God first in his life. 

Josh. 5:2 tells us that the circumcision was done “a second time.” It does not mean that they were 
circumcised two times. It means that this was a second time, because the first time was with the first Israelites 
who came out of Egypt. But the children who were born in the wilderness were not circumcised.  

Why were they not circumcised in the wilderness? The reason is rebellion. “For the people of Israel 
walked forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, 
because they did not obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD swore to them that he would not let them see the 
land that the LORD had sworn to their fathers to give to us, a land flowing with milk and honey” (Josh. 5:6). 
The first generation who came out of Egypt disobeyed God and refused to enter the promised land (Num. 14). 
The LORD judged them; they will no longer see the land. While in the wilderness, they continued in their 
disobedience, refusing to circumcise their sons. Un-circumcision became the sign of disobedience. Thus, these 
sons must be circumcised a second time (v. 7).  

You might ask, “What about the church?” Israel is not the church. The church is not Israel. But both 
entities are covenant people of God. Israel is the ethnic, national covenant people of God composed of Jews 
only. The church is the spiritual, universal covenant people of God composed of believing Jews and Gentiles.  

The church is God’s covenant people in Christ. The new covenant of Christ is the covenant of His blood. 
If you trusted Christ as your Savior, you are washed by His blood. By His blood, you become God’s covenant 
people in Christ. The Lord’s Supper signifies the new covenant of His blood. That is why the Lord’s Supper is 
only for those who are members of the covenant—people washed by His blood.  

The sign of the new covenant in Christ is the same—circumcision, not of the flesh, but of the heart. Paul 
said in Col. 2:11-14, “In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off 
the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with him through faith . . . And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him,  If you trusted in Christ as your Savior, you were circumcised 
spiritually “without hands,” through the “circumcision of Christ.” Your flesh of sin, or the sin principle working 
in you, was cut off or put off through your union with Christ. The power of sin no longer operates in you 
because of this spiritual circumcision of Christ.  

This spiritual circumcision of Christ is through your spiritual baptism in Christ. Through your union 
with Christ, you died to sin in Christ, was buried and raised in Christ through baptism in Christ. This baptism is 
spiritual baptism, because it is through faith.  

Thus, through your faith in Christ, you were spiritually circumcised by Christ, by your union with Christ 
in spiritual baptism. Your spiritual circumcision in Christ is the sign of the new covenant in Christ. 

Look with me please in Josh. 5:9—“And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from you." And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.” The word, “reproach” 
(Heb. herpa), means, “casting blame or scorn on someone.”2 The “reproach of Egypt” is the blame and scorn of 
Egypt against Israel. Moses said, “Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill 
them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’” (Ex. 32:12)? While Israel wandered in 
the wilderness, Egypt blamed her and scorned her, saying that her God has abandoned her.3  

But now that Israel obeys her God through the sign of circumcision, God has “rolled away” the reproach 
of Egypt. No nation shall ever scorn Israel and her God. Israel’s act of circumcision removed the reproach of 
Egypt. 

                                                
1 Butler, Joshua, 58. 
2 R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, “ה ָ ּפ ְ  .TWOT 1:749a ”,חר
3 Howard, Joshua, 151. 



Let me apply it to two kinds of sin—personal sin and parental sin. What reproach do you receive 
because of your personal sin? Do they say bad things about your God because of your sin? You must undergo a 
circumcision of the heart. Moses said, “Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer 
stubborn” (Deut. 10:16). God is calling you to repent your personal sin, to circumcise the foreskin of your heart, 
and stop being stubborn. Before you enter the land, get right with God. Make sure that you go through a 
spiritual surgery—a circumcision of your heart—by repenting your sin. Then He will roll away the reproach of 
people against you.  

Regarding parental sin, we see here that the righteous acts of the children can roll away the reproach of 
their parents.4 By the circumcision of the children born in the wilderness, the children removed the reproach of 
their rebellious parents.  

What are the sins of your parents that cause reproach? Is it idolatry? Is it adultery or immorality in the 
family? Is it bad habits that you got from your parents? Is it vices like gambling, drinking, or smoking? Is it a 
short temper or impatience? Come to Christ and obey God today. Circumcise your heart. Let God do something 
beautiful in your life today. Today, God shall remove the reproach of the sin of your parents!  

 
Passover As a Reflection Before Entrance into the Land (Josh. 5:10-12) 

 
Before Israel entered the land, they held the Passover. “While the people of Israel were encamped at 

Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho” 
(Josh. 5:10). The Passover was a special event. It was a thanksgiving meal commemorating the passing over of 
their houses by the angel of death, because of the blood of the lamb on their doorposts. It was a thanksgiving 
dinner of a lamb.  

The Book of the Law says that Israel is to celebrate the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month (Ex. 
12:6). The last time they celebrated the Passover was after receiving the Law at Mt. Sinai (Num. 9:1-5). Now 
that they obeyed the Law on circumcision, they wanted to obey the Law on the Passover.  

The day after the Passover, v. 11 tells us that they ate the produce of the land. Three times, we see that 
“they ate” in v. 11, and “they ate” the produce and “they ate the fruit of the land that year” in v. 12. But two 
times, we see that the “manna” also ceased. In v. 12, there was no longer manna for the people of Israel.  

What is the author of Joshua telling his readers? He’s telling us that the days of manna are over. Manna 
was the food in the wilderness. The manna ceased—their days in the wilderness are over.  

They are now eating the fruit of the land. It means that they are now about to possess the land. The fruit 
of the land is the foretaste of the land. Their wilderness life is over. Their new life in the promised land is about 
to begin.  

Do you still eat the manna of your wilderness life without Christ? Come to Christ, and you will taste the 
fruit of the land. If you come to Christ, your wilderness life will be over. Your new life in Christ will begin. 
You will enjoy the blessings of life in Christ. 

I’d like you to note meaning of the Passover for Israel. The first Passover marked the exodus from 
Egypt. This Passover marks the entrance into Canaan. The first Passover signified their salvation in Egypt. This 
Passover signifies their possession of Canaan. The first Passover was a link to their past salvation. This 
Passover was also a link to their future inheritance. 

You might ask, “What is that to us today?” This is my answer—Jesus is our Passover Lamb. On the 
night of His betrayal, Jesus celebrated the Passover. The Lord’s Supper is actually the Lord’s last Passover 
dinner. That night, Jesus took the bread, gave it to His disciples, and said, “This is my body . . . Do this in 
remembrance of me” (Lk. 22:19). He took the cup and said, “‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood’” (Lk. 22:20). His body and blood symbolized His death on the cross as the Passover 
Lamb of God. Jesus is our Passover Lamb. 

                                                
4 Creach’s view that the right actions of children expiates or “atones” their parents’ sins goes beyond the text. Creach, 

Joshua, 57. The verb, “rolled away” (Heb. megilla), has no atoning connotation in the OT. It is the “reproach of Egypt” that was 
removed, not the sin of the parents itself. 



Listen! The remembrance of His death on the cross in the past is our preparation for our future 
inheritance in Christ.5 Israel remembered her past salvation through the Passover. We remember our past 
salvation through the Lord’s Supper.  

But the Passover was also their link to the present. Israel proclaims the meaning of the Passover in the 
present. Through the Lord’s Supper, we also proclaim the Lord’s death today, till He comes. 

Finally, the Passover prepares them to possess the land in the future. Likewise, the Lord’s Supper 
prepares us for our future inheritance in Christ.  

How then should you prepare to possess the land? Remember the Passover Lamb on the cross in the 
past. Proclaim His death in the present. Then you will be ready for your heavenly inheritance in the future. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Before we can inherit the land, we need to obey God first. When you get too busy doing things, stop 
right there and prioritize God. For any sin in your life, you must undergo a circumcision of the heart—
repentance and renewal of your faith commitment to God.  

Reflect on the Passover Lamb in the past, proclaim His death in the present, and you will be prepared to 
receive your future inheritance in Christ. 

                                                
5 John A. Huffman, Jr., Joshua (PCS 6; Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1986), 94. 


