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The call of Joshua to the people of Israel is a call to battle. A key word is the verb, “possess” (Heb. 
yarash), in Josh. 1:11, which means, in the context of Joshua, “take possession of, esp. by force”1; or “occupy, 
seize” in the qal stem.2 The book of Joshua is about the struggle of Israel to possess the land. The call to possess 
the land is the call to occupy the land by force from the nations that live in it (Deut. 2:12, 21, 22, 24, 31; 4:47; 
6:18). 

How did Joshua call Israel to battle? How did Israel respond? In this study, we shall learn that in order 
to possess the land, we must fight for it. You cannot possess the land without struggling for it. 

I’d like you to note two things in Joshua 1:10-18—Joshua’s Call to the People of Israel and the People’s 
Commitment to Joshua. 

 
A Call of Mobilization (vv. 10-11) 

 
We note three aspects of Joshua’s call to Israel. First, his call is based on the word of God (v. 10). 

Joshua’s call to Israel is rooted in the call of Yahweh. Note that v. 11 gives the same message in v. 2. In v. 11, 
Joshua tells the people of Israel to pass over the Jordan and possess the land that Yahweh is giving to Israel. 

Clearly, Joshua is a good listener. He listens to God and tells the same word to the people. Every pastor 
must listen to God and teach the same word of God.  

They say that the shape of your ear shows your personality. How many of you have large, round ears? 
You have a strong personality and concerned in the truth. Are your ears very large and thick? You are “proud 
and pretentious.” Do you have small ears? You are “careful” and “persevering.” Do you have oval ears? You 
are “wise, studious, and “perfectionist.” Are your ears shaped like a cauliflower? You are “frustrated” and 
“vulgar,” “without ideas and without charm.”3 

We must listen well to the clear direction of the word of God. Every pastor must listen to God’s message 
and teach the same message to the people of God. 

Second, his call is a prompt response to the word of God (v. 11). The timeline, “within three days” in v. 
11, belongs to Chapter 3. But why does the writer include it here in Chapter 1? The writer points out that Joshua 
obeys Yahweh without delay.4 After Joshua receives God’s commands, he straight away gives a command to 
the officials of Israel.  Joshua does not dilly-dally. He obeys God promptly. 

Do you obey God right away? Or do you delay it? Brothers and sisters, delay is disobedience! Ps. 
119:60, “I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments.” 

When Yahweh commissioned Joshua, He did not give Joshua a manual for military warfare. Instead, 
Yahweh pointed Joshua to the Book of the Law. There are leaders who are good with methods. But we need 
more leaders who meditate on the Law of the Lord and obey it without hesitation. 

Third, his call recalled the promise of the word of God (READ v. 13). Joshua 1:12-15 quotes the words 
of Moses in Deut. 3:18-20. Yet the writer of Joshua edits the text to make a theological point. I have inserted 
Joshua’s editorial of the text of Deut. 3:18-20, as follows. 

“‘The Lord your God has given you this land to possess. [“providing you a place of rest,” Josh. 1:13] All 
your men of valor shall cross over armed before your brothers, [“and shall help them,” Josh. 1:14] the 
people of Israel. Only your wives, your little ones, and your livestock . . . shall remain in the cities [“in 
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the land,” Josh. 1:14] that I have given you, until the Lord gives rest to your brothers, as to you, and they 
also occupy the land that the Lord your God gives them beyond the Jordan. Then each of you may return 
to his possession [“your possession,” Josh. 1:15] which I have given you.’”  
What is the theological thrust of the writer of Joshua? Foremost, the writer stresses Joshua’s leadership 

over a united Israel. The Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh are now settled and living comfortably 
in the Trans-Jordan. Yet Joshua calls them to help the other tribes in the battle. They are to cross the Jordan 
“armed”—organized for war.  

The two-and-a-half tribes are separated geographically from the other tribes. But their geographical 
distance should not stop them from uniting with their brethren in order to possess the land. 

This is a good example of Christian unity. In Acts, the Jerusalem church planted and nurtured the 
churches in Corinth and Macedonia. But one day, economic hardship hit the church in Jerusalem. Through Paul, 
the Corinthian and Macedonian churches sent their support to the Jerusalem church. If you will work abroad, 
distance should not stop you from showing unity with the church here, by sending your gifts.  

We are giving P 5,000.00 annually to our association, IBCP. We do not give it just because they expect  
us to give. We contribute because we want to show our spiritual and operational unity with IBCP. Actually, we 
should be giving 10%, as originally agreed upon. But for many years before I became Pastor, I heard that this 
church was not giving a single peso. So P 5,000.00 is a good start. Giving strengthens unity.  

The writer of Joshua also stresses the promise of “rest” (vv. 14-15). In our busy lives, the biblical 
concept of rest is very important.  

A new employee at a florist shop was taking an order for a funeral wreath over the phone. The 
customer said, ‘I want ‘Rest in Peace’ on both sides.’ She paused, thought for a moment, then continued: 
‘And, if there's room, ‘We’ll Meet in Heaven.’ 

Everyone was a bit surprised when the flowers arrived the next day with the following 
inscription: ‘Rest in Peace on Both Sides. If There’s Room, We’ll Meet in Heaven.’5  
In Deut. 3:20, rest means rest from war. In Josh. 21:44, it means the same—rest from their enemies. We 

can imagine Joshua saying the following words.  
“Look, we are now standing here in the Trans-Jordan. Across the Jordan river is the promised 

land. We will not go back in the wilderness anymore. We must move forward. I need you to join the 
battle with the rest of the tribes.  

“Yahweh is giving us the land. Yet our responsibility is to go in and possess the land. We must 
go to war for it. Once we possess the whole land, God shall give us rest. But to receive that rest, we must 
struggle for it.” 
Thus, Joshua shows the dialectic between rest and struggle. To find rest, they must struggle for it. Rest 

can only be won by struggle.  
Brothers and sisters, we can only rest after we have struggled. We must struggle to pray more and give 

more if we should possess our church land. You cannot continue to give the same amount today that you gave 
yesterday, if you expect different results. You must pray more and give more today than yesterday, if you 
expect to possess the land. 

The question is—do we need to struggle in order to find our rest? My answer is that you do not need to 
struggle to find rest. The reason is that you have already entered into God’s rest by believing in Christ (Heb. 
4:1-3).   

But you still need to struggle against sin while still in the flesh, until your final redemption when Jesus 
comes. Hence, you struggle after you rest in Christ. You rest, and then you struggle. But when you rest in 
Christ, you gain His strength. Since you gain strength in His rest, you struggle in His strength. 

Note particularly the repetition of the words, “Moses” (vv. 13, 14, 15, 17), “give” (vv. 13, 14, 15), and 
“land” (vv. 13, 14, 15). It follows the Deuteronomic emphasis of the divine gift of the land to a people who 
obey the Law of Moses.6 Joshua is thus Deuteronomic in stressing the divine blessing of land to Israel for her 
obedience to the Law of Moses.  
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It follows then that the promised land is a paradox. It is both a gift and a reward. It is a gift, since 
Yahweh is giving it to the people of Israel. It is also a reward, since Yahweh shall bless them with the land if 
they obey the Law of Moses.  

Similarly, I believe that our church land is also a paradox. It is a gift from God. But it will become a 
reward, if we obey the Word of God.  

We are no longer under Deuteronomic conditions however. God shall bless you if you obey His Word. 
But He shall not curse you for disobedience.  

Some pastors teach that if you do not confess your sin of idolatry, God shall curse your children and 
your children’s children. The curse affects the next generation, they say, based on Ex. 20:5. But the next verse, 
Ex. 20:6, tells us that God shows love to generations that obey His commandments. Thus, if you obey God’s 
commands, God’s curse does not apply to you.  

Also, if you have believed in Christ, God no longer curses our children for our disobedience. The reason 
is that Christ has taken the curse on His body on the tree. Gal. 3:13 says, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us.” (Yet I will hasten to say that whatever we sow, we shall reap, including the 
effects of sin to our children and grandchildren.) 

There is another paradox in the Bible. Believers shall receive their eternal inheritance in Christ. It is a 
gift of God’s grace in Christ. You don’t need to work for it. You just have to receive it by faith in Christ.  

Yet faith in Christ is demonstrated by perseverance in Christ. Only those who persevere in Christ shall 
possess their inheritance (Heb. 6:11-12; 2 Pet. 1:3-11). But it is not a perseverance of merit, but a perseverance 
of grace. You persevere not to earn your inheritance, but to demonstrate that you will inherit it. 

Indeed, the Christian life is a life of perseverance. Yet the grace that chose us in Christ is the grace that 
makes us persevere. 

 
A Commitment of Dedication 

 
Joshua called the people of Israel to battle. The people responded with a three-fold commitment. First, 

there is a word of loyalty (READ vv. 16-17). The people of Israel affirmed loyal obedience to Joshua. Notice 
the three verbs of affirmation in vv. 16-17—“we will do,” “we will go,” and “we will obey.”  

Compare their obedience with the disobedience of their parents forty years before (Num. 14:2-4). At 
first, their parents obeyed God when life was easy. But when life became difficult, they began to grumble 
against Moses. They wanted a re-election saying, “Let us choose another leader and go back to Egypt.” They 
grumbled against the LORD saying, “Why is the LORD bringing us into this land to die there?” 

Isn’t that how we behave sometimes? We obey when life is easy. But when God calls for sacrifice, we 
complain. We backslide. We stop following Jesus. 

That is how the people behaved with Jesus. At first, they followed Him for all the miracles of healing 
and miracles of eating multiplied fish and bread. But when Jesus called for self-denial, they disappeared. 

But the children of Israel said yes to Joshua and yes to the LORD! I think I know the reason why. This 
generation went through the hardship of the wilderness. In the wilderness, they went through trials of faith. The 
trials in the wilderness built up their faith in God. It consumed their pride and unbelief. It opened their spiritual 
eyes to the ways of God. That is why James said that we should rejoice when trials come our way. Trials build 
patience and faith in God. Hence, this new generation of Israel said yes to Joshua.  

“We will do,” “we will go,” and “we will obey.” The people were loyal to their leader, Joshua. 
Likewise, you should be loyal to your pastor and your church. If God put you in this church, don’t go shopping 
for another church. When He put you here, I don’t think that God made a mistake. So long as this church 
continues to preach the apostolic Gospel, so long as your Pastor preaches the Word of God, and so long as we 
continue to be Bible-based and Bible-teaching, stick with this church. But if we stop preaching the true Gospel 
and stop teaching the Bible, then I will be the first one to tell you to get out of this church.  

We believe in the apostolic Gospel, not in the prosperity gospel. We believe the Bible alone, not in new 
prophecies. We believe that speaking in tongues is unnecessary for Christian living. We believe in elective 
grace as the basis of eternal security. Therefore, be loyal to the doctrines we believe. 



The story is told of a man who died and stepped into the presence of Saint Peter. He asked if he 
could take a look at both heaven and hell. Saint Peter showed him a large banquet room of people eating 
magnificently prepared food.  

Then Peter took him to another large banquet room. Again, the man saw people eating 
magnificently prepared food. Somewhat confused, he asked Saint Peter, ‘Which of these rooms is 
heaven? Which is hell? They look the same to me.’ 

Saint Peter said, ‘Let’s go back and look more carefully at the persons in each of these rooms.’ 
The man did look and then noted that the only eating utensil assigned to each person in the two rooms 
was a long, sharp sword. In one room, the people were selfishly stabbing at their food and were slashing 
their faces and bodies in their endeavor to feed themselves. In the other room, the people had learned to 
pierce the food with the sword and then to ever so tenderly and sensitively feed each other. 

Hell was the room full of people doing their own selfish ways and hurting themselves. Heaven 
was the room full of people who encouraged one another, loved one another, and took care of each 
other.7  
I believe that our church is a church that loves, helps, and encourages one another. You have been a 

committed church. You gave your pledge for the church anniversary despite economic difficulties. Most of you 
brought many friends and family to church. Some of you serve the Lord without pay. If you will all say, “we 
will do,” “we will go,” and “we will obey,” I just know that we will possess the land! 

Second, there is a word of discipline (v. 18). They know that Joshua’s commands are God’s commands. 
Thus, to rebel against Joshua is to rebel against God.  

But they do not want to rebel against God anymore. They want to obey God. They want to obey 
Joshua—God’s man for the job. Thus, they will eliminate anyone who rebels against Joshua. In other words, 
they are willing to eliminate anyone that stands in the way of the will of God.  

As a church, we must eliminate any obstacles that stand in the way of doing the will of God. I am not 
saying that if you disobey your Pastor, you will be put to death. Is there a complaining spirit? Is there false 
doctrine? Stop it. Is there a lack of faith? Is it materialism? Is there immorality? Repent it. 

What blocks you from obeying the will of God in your life? Is it selfishness? Throw it away.  
Is it jealousy? Confess it. Is it pride? Purge it. Is it greed? Lust? Dirty thoughts? A sharp tongue? We must put 
to death anything that hinders God’s will in our life. 

Third, there is a word of encouragement (vv. 17-18). In v. 17, they say, “Only may the LORD your God 
be with you.” In v. 18, they say, “Only be strong and courageous.” They repeat God’s Word to Joshua in vv. 6, 
7 and 9. Can you tell the person to your left, “Only be strong and courageous in the Lord!” 

Have you taken the time to encourage your leaders? You should tell your pastor, “Pastor, the Lord will 
be with you.” “Pastor, the Lord will give you strength in the battle.” If the sermon lacks substance, say, “Pastor, 
I’ve heard worse.” Tell him, “We’re praying for you every day.” 

One of the most encouraging words I’ve heard in my life were uttered by an old pastor’s wife, the late 
Mrs. Latorilla, back in the late 70s.  

One day she came to me and held my hand, with the shaking hands of a woman in her sixties. Then she 
said, “Boboy, I am praying for you always.” 

What a blessing, knowing that someone is kneeling before God, praying for you. 
To be honest with you, your leaders need your prayers. We need your encouragement. We need your 

support. 
 

Conclusion 
 
The call to possess the land is the call to battle. Therefore, you must be loyal to your leaders. You must 

be spiritually disciplined. You must encourage one another in the fight.  
Then by the grace of God, we will possess the land. 
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