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We noted earlier that one divine purpose for the miracles of Elijah and Elisha is to show the faithfulness 

of God to Israel, despite the godlessness of her kings. There is another purpose—to show the sovereign power 
and goodness of God to Israel, compared to the utter powerlessness and evil of Baalism, which is the false 
official, state-sanctioned religion operating in Israel at the time.  

If Israel shall obey Yahweh, Yahweh shall bless her. If Israel disobeys Yahweh, Yahweh shall curse her. 
But in the midst of divine judgment is also divine grace. In the blessing and curse of Israel by Yahweh, all Israel 
shall know that only Yahweh is the true and gracious God.1 

We encounter two more miracles of Elisha—what I call food miracles. The first miracle concerns 
poisonous food in the pot, and the second miracle, multiplying food for one hundred prophets.  

Both miracles involve only one group—the sons of prophets. If you recall, the sons of prophets are the 
student prophets, what we call seminary students today, who are the prophetic preachers of tomorrow.  

In the second miracle, Elisha said, “Give them to the men, that they may eat” (2 Ki. 4:43, ESV). 
That’s a good command for us today. Give your portion to the servants of God that they may eat. 

We shall learn that God uses committed people to provide for His servants. I’d like to point out three 
important principles we learn from these two miracles. 

 
The Pot of Life 

 
(READ v. 38) Gilgal is a town near the Jordan river just above the Dead Sea, about fifteen miles (45 

kms.) northeast of Jerusalem. There is an extension School of the Prophets in Gilgal. That Elisha “returned” to 
Gilgal implies that he probably visited that place frequently.  

At this time, there was a famine in the land. This is supposed to be the promised-land. But there was a 
famine in the land due to the lack of rain. Why was there a famine in the land? Didn’t Yahweh promise Israel 
that He “will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season” (Deut. 
28:12, ESV)? But Yahweh also promised that if they disobey Him, “the heavens over your head shall be 
bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. The Lord will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven 
dust shall come down on you until you are destroyed” (Deut. 28:23-24, ESV). 

The famine in the land of Israel at this time is because of Israel’s disobedience to God and the worship 
of other gods.2 If you will recall, King Jeroboam established calf-worship in the cities of Bethel and Dan (cf. 1 
Ki. 12:28, 31-32; 2 Ki. 3:3). Most Israelites also practiced Baal-worship in the land. Baal is the god of storm. 
But the irony is that Baal cannot even send rain on the land. By causing a famine, Yahweh was therefore 
showing Israel who is the true God of Israel. The physical famine in the land then is but a symptom of a 
spiritual famine of idolatry and disobedience in their hearts.  

Listen! If you continue to bow down to other gods in your life—the god of money, the god of religion, 
or the god of yourself—you will experience a famine in your life! There will be a famine of joy, for you will 
lose the joy of the Lord. There will be a famine of purpose, for you are not following God’s purpose for your 
life. There will be a famine of truth, for you are following a false religion. Either you worship God with all your 
heart, mind, and soul; or you do not worship Him at all!  

                                                
1 J. Hampton Keathley, III, “Death in the Pot (2 Kings 4:38-41).” Cited March 11, 2011. Online:  http://bible.org/seriespage/ 

death-pot-2-kings-438-41.   
2 Keathley, “Death.” Online:  http://bible.org/seriespage/death-pot-2-kings-438-41.   



Because of the famine, the sons of prophets were always hungry. Elisha instructed his servant, probably 
Gehazi, to put on a large pot and boil stew for the hungry student prophets. Here we see an early version of the 
job of a Bible school President—to provide for the needs of the students.  

Are you a Pastor or a servant of God, serving Him today? Those who go in God’s service shall never 
lack God’s supply. It’s okay if you will not get rich by serving as a Pastor. God provides for the needs of His 
servants. 

Elisha’s servant gathered some “gourds” (Heb. paqquoth) or “wild cucumbers” (BDB); which is 
probably colocynth, a gourd that grows on the ground, with “a round yellow fruit of the size of a large orange.”3 
It is bitter tasting, and if eaten in large quantities, it induces stomach pain and can be deadly.4 The servant cut 
these gourds and boiled them in a stew, without knowing that it can be poisonous. 

(READ v. 40) They must have tasted the bitter taste. The gourd must have caused stomach-ache and 
nausea. The students cried out to Elisha, “There is death in the pot!”  

There were probably no more ingredients left to cook new food. The only solution was to save the stew. 
So Elisha immediately demanded some flour. He put it inside the pot and cooked it. When the stew was served 
again, it tasted good. By this cooking miracle, the prophet converted the pot of death into a pot of life. 

Is there death in the pot of your life today? What poisonous things are being mixed in your life today? 
What is causing death in the pot of your marriage? Is it your love for money, your pride, your unforgiving 
spirit?  

Whatever it is, that sin causes death in the pot of your life. God can do a miracle of converting your pot 
of death into His pot of life. But you must confess that sin and spew it out of your heart. 

 
The Portions of Life 

 
(READ v. 42) There was a famine in the land. Food was scarce in the land. These sons of prophets were 

going hungry. They have run out of resources. Elisha told his servant to give the bread to the men. It means that 
they already ran out of food. The gospel of prosperity is not working for these prophets. 

But God took care of these prophets—all 100 of them. God gave food for these 100 men by using just 
one man.  

This man came from Baal-shalishah. Baal-shalishah is “a place in Ephraim near Gilgal” (BDB), located 
about fourteen miles (42 kms.) northwest of Gilgal—what is now modern Khirbet Kefr Thilth.5 It is named after 
a false god—Baal, implying that this town is dedicated to Baal.  

But out of this Baalist town is a Yahwist worshiper, one of the 7,000 Israelites who refused to bow down 
to Baal. Out of this Baalist town is a man who devoted himself to worship the true God. 

What did this man bring with him? He brought twenty loaves of bread and the first ripe grain. 
The first ripe grain should be given to the Levites, as Yahweh has commanded. “The firstfruits of your grain . . . 
you shall give him. For the Lord your God has chosen him out of all your tribes to stand and minister in the 
name of the Lord, him and his sons for all time (Deut. 18:4-5, ESV; cf. Num. 18:13).  

Why did this man bring his offering to Elisha, a non-Levite? Because there were no more Levites or  
Levitical worship in northern Israel at this time.6 King Jehoram promoted false calf-worship in Bethel and Dan. 
Faithful worshipers of Yahweh now look to the prophets. These prophets were the separatist Yahwist prophets 
who refused to serve Baal in the time of Ahab (cf. 1 Ki. 18:1-15). (Separation from other Christians is biblical, 
if you will separate from false worship.) In effect, this man separated from state-sanctioned calf-worship in 
Bethel, by giving his offerings to Elisha.7 Are you part of a false, idolatrous religion? It’s time to get out of that 
idolatrous religion and follow the true religion that is Christ-centered, Bible-based, and gospel-driven. 

The man from Baal-shalishah worshiped God by bringing bread and grain as his portion for the prophets 
of God. Do you worship God by offering a portion of your income? What portion do you bring today for the 
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work of God? The Shunnamite woman provided free room and board to Elisha. This anonymous man brought 
his first ripe grain and bread to the prophets.  

How about you? How do you support the preachers of the Gospel? It is not a question of whether you 
have more to give or less, but a question of whether you obey God by giving a portion of your income regularly. 

I believe our portion begins with the tithe, or 10% of our income. “Pastor, we can barely manage with 
our meager income. If we will give 10% of our income, we may not pay the bills.” God says, “‘Test me in this,’ 
says the LORD Almight, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room enough for it’” (Mal. 3:10, NIV).  

For many years, I did not give my tithe. But then one day, Mylene challenged me that if we are going to 
trust the Lord, we should trust Him enough to give Him back the tithe. So we started giving the tithe. God has 
blessed our faith in Him. I’ve seen how God gives back to me after I give him my tithe. If you will trust God, 
God shall honor your faith and give back to you more than the tithe.  

I’ve been blessed by your monthly allowance, even though it is smaller than my previous salary in a 
large company. I’ve been blessed by your love gifts to your Pastor, no matter how big or small. 

If you believe in your pastor and in the ministry of this church, then you should give your offerings to 
him and to this church, as your worship offering to the Lord. Just as God counts on the faithfulness of this man, 
God also counts on your faithfulness to Him today, to support the ministry of the Gospel. 

 
The Provisions of Life 

 
(READ vv. 43-44) This is the second food miracle—a miracle of feeding 100 men with only twenty 

loaves of bread. The servant is right. It is impossible to feed 100 men with only twenty loaves of bread. 
But that’s what the word of the LORD said to Elisha. “They shall eat and have some left.” This means 

that the quantity of bread will exceed the appetite of the men. There will be so much bread that they will have 
some left.  

All 100 men ate only twenty loaves of bread, but afterwards, they still had “some left,” just as the word 
of Yahweh had said. It was a miracle of multiplying provision. 

What can you give to God right now? God shall use it to support His servants. He shall multiply it for 
His glory! 

The man who brought the bread worked hard for it. He planted the seeds and watered the crops. 
He reaped a harvest of grain. Then he offered it to Elisha as his offering to the LORD. God then used that 
offering and multiplied it for His glory! Thus, God uses our hard work, our sacrifice, our offering, our portion 
of life, and performs a miracle out of it. 

Paul wrote, “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. . . For the ministry of this service is not only 
supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. . . they will glorify God 
because of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ” (2 Cor. 9:10-13, ESV) 

Did you read that? Paul said that the love offering of the Corinthians shall supply the needs of the poor 
brethren in Jerusalem. But he also says that God shall multiply their seed and increase their harvest of 
righteousness. Their ministry of giving causes much thanksgiving to God. God is thus glorified by their giving, 
which flows from their faith in the gospel of Christ. 

I served as prison minister for four years at Bagong Buhay Rehabilitation Center (BBRC). We held 
worship services every Sunday for four years. Feeling tired working the whole week, my body would crave for 
some rest on Sunday afternoon. But you know, there’s nothing like the joy of serving the Lord!  

During a Sunday worship in BBRC years ago, I remember a prisoner stand up and sing this beautiful 
song by Ray Boltz. 

 
I dreamed I went to Heaven, you were there with me. 
We walked upon the streets of gold beside the Crystal Sea. 
We heard the angels singing, then someone called your name. 
You turned and saw this young man, and he was smiling as he came.  



He said, "Friend you may not know me now," and then he said, "But wait - 
You used to teach my Sunday School, when I was only eight. 
And every week you would say a prayer before the class would start. 
And one day when you said that prayer, 
I asked Jesus in my heart."  

Thank you for giving to the Lord, 
I am a life that was changed. 
Thank you for giving to the Lord, 
I am so glad you gave.  

Then another man stood before you, he said "Remember the time, 
A missionary came to your church, His pictures made you cry. 
You didn't have much money but you gave it anyway. 
Jesus took that gift you gave 
And that's why I'm in Heaven today"  

One by one they came, far as your eyes could see. 
Each life somehow touched by your generosity. 
Little things that you had done, sacrifices that you made, 
They were unnoticed on this earth 
In Heaven now proclaimed.  

And I know up in Heaven you're not supposed to cry 
But I am almost sure there were tears in your eyes 
As Jesus took your hand and you stood before the Lord 
He said "My child look around you, 
Great is your reward."  

Is there death in the pot of your life? God shall do a miracle and replace that pot of death with His pot of 
life. Are you giving your portion for the ministry of the Gospel? Your portion of life is a provision of life. God 
takes what you give back to him and uses it to support His servants. He then multiplies it for His glory. As 
God’s servants receive your gifts, they thank God. They are able to keep on preaching the Gospel. Many other 
people will hear the Gospel and be saved. As a result, God is glorified.  

Glorify God by giving your portion of life. God will turn that portion into a provision for His glory. 


