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This New Year, it goes without saying that there will be challenging times. Some of you will embark on 

a new job, a new career, a new business, or a new life somewhere, which will be challenging and demanding. 
As a church, we will launch new initiatives this year, such as organizing ourselves into multiplying small 
groups, planting two house churches, and planning for a new Christian school. 

You can expect this year to be a year of challenges and difficulties. The challenges will be spiritual. It is 
important to realize that when you become more like Christ, Satan will do everything to draw you away from 
Jesus. When we do things that enlarge the gates of heaven and destroy the gates of hell, Satan will do 
everything within his power to thwart us. 

But in the ministry of the prophet Elisha, we see the confidence of faith standing against a satanic 
challenge. At this point in 2 Kings 6, Elisha was the director of an effective school of prophets. He was showing 
the nation of Israel what happens when they trust God. Satan was busy building up the religion of Baal in Israel. 
But Elisha was effectively leading people to return to the true God, Yahweh. In short, Elisha was a serious 
threat to Satan. So Satan tries to stop Elisha through the king of Syria—Ben-Hadad. 

I’d like to share with you two elements in this story that show Elijah’s confident faith in challenging 
times. 

The Conflict of Faith 
Our focus here is on how Elisha becomes a satanic target. Notice three things about this conflict of faith. 
First, it is an Individual Conflict. “Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took  

counsel with his servants, saying, ‘At such and such a place shall be my camp’” (Isa.  6:8, ESV). At this time, 
there was no formal war between Syria and Israel. But Syria under King Ben-Hadad continued to harass Israel 
by sending his special forces in small units. It’s not a full-scale war, but more of a guerilla tactic. In v. 8, the 
king is planning with his generals where to set up camp, in order to ambush Israel’s army.1 But Ben-Hadad has 
one big problem—not the army of Israel, but Elisha, “the man of God.”  

“But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, ‘Beware that you do not pass this place, for the 
Syrians are going down there’” (2 Ki. 6:9, ESV). This prophet of God is called, “the man of God.” He is a man 
of God, because he is a man who is sent by God. He is a man who comes from the presence of God. He is a man 
who preaches the word of God. He is a man who shows the power of God. 

Now whenever King Ben-Hadad plans to send his forces to camp in a certain place, Elisha would know 
about it. Elisha would then report Ben-Hadad’s plans to Jehoram, the king of Israel. This then is the mark of 
Elisha, the man of God. He receives special knowledge from God himself. He receives God’s word about the 
enemy’s plans, and then tells it to the king of Israel—to preserve the people of God. 

There are many pastors and missionaries, but how many of them can God call, “men of God”? There are 
many pastors who preach their own word, except the word of God. There are many who go to church. But how 
many of the church-goers are men and women of God. Oh, we badly need men who receive their guidance from 
God Himself, and who proclaim the word of God. We desperately need more women of God today.  

Elisha would know Ben-Hadad’s plans, and warn Jehoram to avoid sending his soldiers to this or that 
place. Jehoram then followed Elisha’s advice. (cf. 2 Ki. 6:10-11). This means that Elisha knows the ways of the 
enemy.  

Do you know the ways of the enemy in your life? Some of the ways of the evil one are worldliness, false 
doctrine, and unequal yoking with unbelievers. The things of this world—the craving to satisfy the sinful 
nature, the craving for what you see, and the pride of life—draw you away from godly affections (cf. 1 John 
2:15-17). False teachings destroy the church from the inside and derail the testimony of the gospel (cf. Tim. 4:1-
2). Unequal yoking with unbelievers leads believers away from God (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14). Like Elisha, we must 
know the ways of the enemy in this conflict of faith. 
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Elisha’s intelligence report to Jehoram caused Ben-Hadad a lot of trouble. Ben-Hadad was so troubled 
about it. “And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his 
servants and said to them, ‘Will you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel’” (2 Kings 6:11, ESV)? This 
conflict then is not just an individual conflict. 

Second, it is an Intense Conflict. The verb, “troubled” (Heb. saar) here means, “to be enraged.” (Niphal, 
BDB). Ben-Hadad was so mad that he began to suspect that one of his generals and advisers was a spy.  

Brethren, do you know that if you serve God, you can make Satan so mad that he will do something to 
stop you? That’s what he did with Job. Job was a righteous man before God. But Satan accused him of serving 
God only for the things he received from God. That’s what he did with Paul and Silas. Satan threw everything at 
them—insults, violent opposition, painful lashes, physical pain, false accusations, unjust courts, and jail.  

This January, millions will converge in Cebu City to celebrate a piece of wood—an image called Sto. 
Nino. Can you imagine spending millions of pesos just to celebrate a piece of wood? But the enemy is not the 
many who bow down to idols in the city; or the many that oppress Christians around the world today. The 
enemy is not flesh and blood, but the spiritual forces in high places behind all the idolatry and oppression of 
believers. We are engaged in a real, spiritual battle. Many have been wounded and had died in this battle. They 
have backslidden. They have forsaken the faith. They have surrendered to the enemy. We must put on the armor 
of God and stand against Satan. 

Third, it is an Imminent Conflict. The enemy will attack at any moment that you least expect. One of the 
king’s servants points to the real culprit—Elisha. “And one of his servants said, ‘None, my lord, O king; but 
Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.’ And he 
said, ‘Go and see where he is, that I may send and seize him.’ It was told him, ‘Behold, he is in Dothan.’ So he 
sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and they came by night and surrounded the city” (2 Kings 
6:13-14, ESV). Note that he called Elisha, “the prophet of Israel.” Israel’s enemies knew about Elisha. They 
knew him as one who knew the secrets of men.  

Listen! If you are a man or woman of God, sooner than later, Satan will take note of you. They knew 
that it is Elisha who feeds the king of Israel his intelligence data. Ben-Hadad finds out where Elisha is staying, 
which is at Dothan—now modern Tel Dothan—about eighteen kilometers north of Samaria.2 He then sends his 
army in horses and chariots to capture this man of God.  

There are pastors who don’t study the Word, but preach good sermons on Sunday morning, because they 
copied it in the internet the day before. There are pastors who are lazy in ministry, and who don’t lead their 
people to evangelize. These pastors do not pose a threat to the satanic kingdom. But Pastors who study and 
preach the Word diligently, who lead the church to preach the gospel, pose the greatest threat to hell. Because 
when you bring people to Christ, you bring them out of the darkness of sin and into the light of Christ. That’s 
why Satan always targets the pastors and key leaders. Therefore, pray for your pastor, leaders, and teachers.  
Pray for missionaries who proclaim the gospel. Do you know somebody who shares the Gospel? Pray for him 
and her. 

Let me ask you this—Are you a threat to hell? If the demons would hold a general convention in hell 
today, all the demons from around the world would be there. Satan would call each demon from every city. 
“The demon from Cebu City, are you here?” “Present, sir!” the demon of Cebu would reply. “The demon from 
Manila, are you here?” “Yes, sir!” What if they’d go through the list of believers who pose a threat to the 
kingdom of Satan, and they get to your name, what would they say? “Here’s Henry Trocino Jr. of Cebu City.” 
“Oh, he’s okay. He’s a friend of hell.” “Here’s Billy Castillo.” “Oh, that guy is a dangerous man!” Would the 
demons call you a friend of heaven or a friend of hell? Maybe I wouldn’t know about you. But God would 
know and the demons would also know. 

I remember somebody telling me that when you get to the airports of Saudi Arabia, they’d look for 
Bibles or any religious literature that is forbidden by the Islamic nation. It’s ironic really. Here in the 
Philippines, Muslims can worship freely. But there, they arrest and deport Filipino Christians who hold 
Christian meetings. Somebody told me that one mullah (an Islamic pastor) advised the authorities one day about 
who would pose the greatest threat to Islam in that nation. He said it’s not those who carry rosaries or prayer 
books. It is those who carry their Bibles and teach others about it. How true! The millions who bow down to 
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idols do not really pose a threat to hell. But we who preach the Gospel and teach the Bible—we pose the 
greatest threat to hell! 

Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18, ESV). 
When I first heard this verse, I thought it pictures hell attacking the church. But Jesus is portraying the church 
attacking hell itself. The church here is on the offensive. Hell is on the defensive. When we preach the gospel, 
people believe in Christ. When people believe in Christ, hell loses its captives. The church that preaches the 
gospel breaks down the gates of hell. Therefore, the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. Brothers and sisters, 
in this conflict of faith, we shall come out victorious, because the gates of hell shall not prevail against the 
church that preaches the gospel. 

 
The Confidence of Faith 

We learn three things here about the Confidence of Faith. First, Faith Looks Beyond the Things That 
Are Seen. “When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with 
horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, ‘Alas, my master! What shall we do’” (2 Ki. 
6:15, ESV)? If you look at the map, the valley floor surrounding Dothan is flat, making it ideal for a siege.3 But 
there are mountains surrounding the city. When the servant saw the soldiers surrounding the city, he was 
paralyzed with fear. He saw only the soldiers surrounding the city. But he failed to see the angels surrounding 
the soldiers! He looked at the things that were seen. He failed to see the things that are not seen. 

Brethren, there will be times when fear will paralyze you. You will say the same thing—“O Lord, what 
shall we do?” You see bad things happening suddenly and you say, “O Lord, what shall we do?” It is possible to 
serve God like this servant, but when the troubles come, you would not know what to do, because you look at 
the things that are seen. The problem with many Christians today is that they are so worldly in thought and 
lifestyle, that they see only the things of this world, but not the things of heaven. Brethren, stop looking at the 
things that are seen! 

Faith is confident when you throw your fears away. Fear stands on the lies of the devil. But faith stands 
on the promises of God. The greater your fears, the lesser your faith is in God. But the greater your faith, the 
lesser will be your fears. How do you increase your faith and decrease your fears? First, you’ve got to stop 
seeing the things that are seen. 

Second, Faith Looks at the things that are yet unseen. “He said, ‘Do not be afraid, for those who are 
with us are more than those who are with them’” (2 Kings 6:16, ESV). How can Elisha know that those with us 
are more than those with them? He knows because he sees the invisible things by the promises of God. 

Faith sees invisible things by believing in God’s promises. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. This is how people of faith saw the things yet unseen. Heb. 11 says that by faith, 
Noah built an ark.  Did Noah see the waters coming in? No, but by faith he believed God’s Word and built an 
ark. By faith, Abraham looked forward to a city “whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10, KJV). Then 
there’s Sarah, the wife of Abraham, who conceived in her nineties. “What, Lord?! I’m pregnant?! But I’m 
already ninety years old!” By faith, Sarah conceived at an old age, because she counted God faithful in His 
promises (Heb. 11:11). Heb. 11 says that “these all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but 
having seen them and greeted them from afar” (Heb. 11:13). Did you read that? These people of faith died 
without receiving the things promised, but they saw these invisible things by faith. You’ve got to see things 
according to God’s point of view, from God’s Word, even though you don’t yet see it. 

Third, Faith Prays the Prayer of Faith and Expects Answers. In this story, Elisha prayed three times for 
divine intervention. (1) Elisha asked God to open the servant’s eyes. “Then Elisha prayed and said, ‘O Lord, 
please open his eyes that he may see.’ So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” (2 Ki. 6:17, ESV). Elisha did not ask 
God for the chariots. It was already there. What Elisha asked is for God to open the servant’s eyes. God 
answered and opened his eyes. The miracle then is not the presence of the angels, but the opening of the eyes. 
The servant saw what he didn’t see before. He saw the mountains full of angels riding in horses and chariots of 
fire. At first he saw only the soldiers surrounding the city. Now he saw the angels surrounding the soldiers. 
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Second, Elisha asked God to cover the soldiers’ eyes. “And when the Syrians came down against him, 
Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, ‘Please strike this people with blindness.’ So he struck them with blindness 
in accordance with the prayer of Elisha” (2 Ki. 6:18, ESV). The word, “blindness” (Heb. sanwerim), can mean, 
“dazzling light” (BDB, Holladay). “Blindness” here can thus mean, “confused vision”4 or confusion of mind5—
a blindness of the mind. The Syrian soldiers saw what is not there. They also did not see what is there. In this 
miracle, they could follow Elisha all the way to Samaria, bringing their horses and chariots. But they failed to 
see that it was the road going to Samaria. When they got to Samaria, the miracle prevented them from seeing 
the great walls of the city of Samaria. 

Now you might think that Elisha was lying here. But Elisha was not deceiving them because he actually 
lives in Samaria (cf. 2 Ki. 5:3). Remember that the soldiers experienced confused vision and confused mind, not 
knowing which way to go. In this confused state of mind and vision, they could not really recognize Elisha. 
Only when they get inside Samaria shall they recognize Elisha. 

Third, Elisha asked God to open their eyes. “As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, ‘O Lord, 
open the eyes of these men, that they may see.’ So the Lord opened their eyes and they saw, and behold, they 
were in the midst of Samaria” (2 Ki. 6:20, ESV). The purpose of this prayer was to show the power of the God 
of Israel to the Syrians. But it was also to show the mercy and grace of Yahweh to the enemies of Israel. (READ 
vv. 21-23) 

We learn three things here about the prayer of faith. First, the prayer of faith depends on the power of 
God. If we can pray and expect God to do something that only God can do, that is the prayer of faith. If our 
prayers join God in His desire to glorify Himself, that is also the prayer of faith. If you’re asking God to make 
you love your wife and children more, that is a prayer of obedience. That is something that only you can do. 
The prayer of faith asks God for something that only God can do for His glory. That’s why our prayer for a 
Christian school is a prayer of faith. It is something that only God can do. Will you join me in believing God for 
doing something that only He can do? 

Second, the prayer of faith lays hold of the willingness of God. God answered because God was willing 
to answer Elisha’s prayer of faith. Phillips Brooks wrote, “Prayer is not conquering God's reluctance, but 
taking hold of God's willingness.” If you ask God today for a man to marry, but that man remains an unbeliever, 
do you really think that your prayer is a prayer of faith? Of course not, because it is already the stated will of 
God in the Bible to marry only unbelievers. To ask God to marry  an unbeliever is to impose your will on God’s 
unwillingness.  

The prayer of faith is not about imposing our will on God’s unwillingness. The prayer of faith takes hold 
of the willingness of God to do His will in our lives. 

Third, the prayer of faith is based on the Word of God. Through the eyes of faith, the servant began to 
see the angels of God’s protection. But the eyes of faith came through the ears of faith. The ears of faith came 
through the word of the prophet Elisha—the Word of God. The Word of God opened the ears of faith. The ears 
of faith listened to the prayer of faith. 

You must begin with the Word of God to open your ears of faith. Faith comes from hearing and hearing 
by the word of God. Then your ears of faith will make open your eyes of faith. Your eyes of faith will then 
speak your prayer of faith. 

When you serve the Lord, expect a conflict of faith, because Satan will oppose you. But we have the 
confidence of faith in challenging times. We must stop looking at the things that are seen that may discourage 
and paralyze us. Start looking at the things that yet unseen, the invisible things of God’s activity, by the 
promises of God’s Word. Like Elisha, pray the prayer of faith. Then you will have the confidence of faith in 
challenging times. 
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