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Introduction 

The Christmas message began with prophetic announcements from angels. Matthew tells of an angel 
who appeared to Joseph in a dream, telling him that the baby in Mary’s womb is from the Holy Spirit; and that 
Joseph shall call his name, Jesus (Matt. 1:18-25). Luke tells of the angel Gabriel who appeared to Mary, telling 
her that she shall conceive a son and call his name Jesus (Lk. 1:31). 

The Christmas message began with an angelic announcement—an angelic assurance to the parents, 
Joseph and Mary, and an angelic prophecy about a son. Then there is the angelic instruction—they shall call his 
name, Jesus. Notice that it is not Joseph and Mary who gave Jesus his name. It is God who gives him the name, 
Jesus. It is but fitting that God gives the name, not Joseph and Mary. Jesus is indeed a son of Joseph and Mary, 
but before he was born, he was already the Son of the Most High. 

Now I’ve prepared this message with a heavy dose of Bible and theology. So I urge you to listen well 
and not waste it. It would be a waste if I preach this sermon and you sit there with your mind wandering around 
the Philippines, the USA, and Europe. You see, preaching and teaching God’s Word is a cooperative process. I 
preach the Word while you listen and interact with your mind and heart. The Lord help us to practice the 
discipline of listening. 

The question we will answer today is: What did the angel Gabriel announce to Mary about this son 
whose name is Jesus? 

Gabriel made four prophetic descriptions about Jesus in vv. 32-33. 
 

A Distinct Greatness 
“He will be great” (Lk. 1:32, ESV). In v. 15, Luke writes that John the Baptist shall also be great, but his 

greatness is not of himself. For his greatness is only “before the Lord” (Lk. 1:15). But the greatness of this son, 
Jesus, is not before the Lord. He shall be great, because he is the Lord! (Ps. 110:1-7) He is the Son of the Most 
High! 

The adjective, “great” (Gk. megas), refers to his very nature. His is Lord, the Son of the Most High. His 
greatness is to be found in his very being.  

His greatness is also found in his actions. He shall be great because he shall bring a great salvation for 
Israel and for the Gentiles. Matthew says that he shall save his people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 

He shall be great because he shall be the greatest king on the throne of David. All the kings that sat on 
the throne of David have sinned and offended God. Even Solomon his son was infamously notorious for having 
700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Ki. 11:3). I tell you, if he will kiss every one of them “Good Night,” he will 
not finish in six months! Later on, these unbelieving wives drew Solomon’s heart away from God and into their 
own pagan religious ways and lifestyles. Solomon offended God. The kingdom was taken away from him. 
Solomon was the wisest man on earth, but he was the lousiest king morally. He had no strength of character to 
say no to the pagan influence of his many wives and girlfriends. 

But this Jesus, this coming king, is sinless. He has strength of character. He shall rule his kingdom in 
perfect leadership and wisdom. He shall be great in his length of his rule, for he shall rule forever. 

If President Noynoy Aquino would enter the room, what would you do? Maybe we will rise up and 
honor him by clapping our hands. Maybe we will give him a seat in the front. Maybe we will give him coffee 
and snacks.   

But what if Jesus Christ came into this room, what should we all do? Will you sing for him? Will you 
dance before him out of joy? Will you come to him and talk to him?  

I will tell you what we all should do. We should all fall down on our knees and worship Him. 
Brethren, I urge you to seek the greatness of Jesus Christ! I’d like our church to be known as the church 

that proclaims the greatness of Christ and the glory of the grace of God in Christ. So many churches today seek 



the greatness of their church. Many seek the greatness of their superstar pastor. But so few are known for 
promoting the greatness of Christ! Some churches are well-known for their pastor’s eloquence. Some are known 
for their magnificent church building. Some are known for their beautiful worship. But I’d like our church to be 
known for preaching the greatness of Christ and the glory of God’s grace in Christ. 

I therefore urge you to fall down on your knees and worship Christ. Seek only his greatness in your life 
and in this church! For this Jesus has a distinct greatness! 
 

A Divine Sonship 
“He will be called the Son of the Most High” (Lk. 1:32, ESV). In Hebraic expression, the verb phrase, 

“will be called” (Gk. klethesetai), means, “will be recognized to be.”1 It means, “will be given the title.”2 It 
speaks of recognition and designation. (Friberg) This Jesus shall be designated as the Son of the Most High. 

Who shall give him the title, “the Son of the Most High”? The phrase, “will be called,” is what scholars 
call, a “divine passive,” wherein God is “the obvious agent.”3 It is not the angel Gabriel or Mary or Joseph. No 
less than God himself shall give him that title. 

Luke gives a contrasting difference between John the Baptist and Jesus here. In 1:76, John the Baptist is 
called, “the prophet of the Most High.” But in 1:32, this Jesus is called, “the Son of the Most High.” 

Maybe you’ve heard of the story of a burglar who broke into a house. 
“A burglar broke into a home and was looking around. He heard a soft voice say, ‘Jesus is watching 

you.’ Thinking it was just his imagination, he continued his search. Again the voice said, ‘Jesus is watching 
you.’ He turned his flashlight around and saw a parrot in a cage.  

He asked the parrot, ‘Are you the one who said, ‘Jesus is watching you’?’ 
The parrot said, ‘yes.’  
He asked the parrot, ‘What is your name? And who is Jesus?’ 
The parrot said, “‘My name is Moses. And the name of the Doberman behind you is Jesus.’” 
Jesus shall be given the title, “Son of the Most High,” which is a messianic description in the OT. “I will  

raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and 
he shall be to me a son” (2 Sam. 7:12-14, ESV). “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.  I will tell 
of the decree: The LORD said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you.’” (Ps. 2:6-7, ESV; cf. 89:26-
29).  

Notice that in Ps. 2:7, the messiah is a son by adoption. The Son of the Most High was not made the son 
by creation. Don’t believe what false teachers tell you that the Son was only created by the Father. No, the Son 
of God did already exist together with the Father before all creation. The only begotten Son of God speaks of 
divine relationship between the Father and the Son. It speaks of divine sonship of the Son and divine fatherhood 
of the Father. 

In Ps. 2:7, the messiah is a son by adoption. But in Luke 1, the messiah is a son by birth. Luke adds a 
new meaning to the OT concept of the messianic son as the adopted son. But this son Jesus is not only the Son 
of the Most High by birth. He is also the Son of the Most High by divine relationship. In Jewish thought, the 
messiah is the messianic king who is related with God as a son. The messiah enjoys a father-son relationship. 
The angel said, “Therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God (Lk. 1:35; cf. 1:76; 6:35; 
Acts 7:48). Thus, the title, Son of the Most High, is another way of saying that this messiah shall be recognized 
as, the Son of God. 

Let me ask you two questions now. My first question is: Do you have a relationship today with the Son 
of the Most High?  If you have received the divine gift of Jesus as your Savior, then you have this relationship 
with the Son of God. But you have received, not just the messiah as Savior, but also the messiah as King. To 
receive Christ is to make Him your messianic King—the ruler of your life. My second question is: Are you 
obeying your King today? 
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A Davidic Throne 
“And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David” (Lk. 1:32, ESV). This is Gabriel’s 

second messianic designation of Jesus. The “throne of David” is the throne characterized by David (descriptive 
genitive). It is the throne belonging to and possessed by David (possessive genitive). It is a Davidic throne—a 
throne distinguished by the godly rule of David.  

Gabriel says that this throne is the throne, not only of David, but “his father David.” Luke stresses the 
link of Jesus with David here. David is “his father,” in that David is his forefather. In other words, Jesus comes 
from the line of David. He is not only attached to David. His bloodline comes from David. This means that 
Jesus fulfills all the OT prophecies concerning the messiah as coming from the line of David. 

“I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom” (1 Sam. 7:12, ESV). “Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to 
him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne” (Act 2:30, ESV). Luke is emphasizing here the 
messianic kingship of Jesus. The messiah shall be the messianic king coming from the royal line of David. 
But Joseph was not Jesus’ biological father. The angel told Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Lk. 1:35). Jesus is to be conceived miraculously, by the Holy 
Spirit. Because Joseph was not the biological father of Jesus, then the bloodline of Jesus did not come from 
Joseph. It comes from Mary, who conceived him. 

But Luke says that the kingly messianic line of Jesus is through Joseph (Lk. 1:27). So we make two 
conclusions—the royal line of Jesus comes through Joseph, while the physical line of Jesus comes through 
Mary.  

That is what Luke presents in 3:23-38. Holzmeister suggests that Luke’s genealogy is still Joseph’s 
genealogy, as the adopted son of Eli. Mary was an heiress with no other brothers. No one will carry on the 
family name and inheritance. In order to maintain the family line, Eli adopted Joseph, making him the adopted 
son of Eli (Lk. 3:23). Luke’s genealogy is also a genealogy along Nathan, the son of David, and not through the 
kings of Judah.4 Mary therefore belongs to the royal line of David. Since Mary comes from the line of David, 
Jesus is therefore a descendant of David. As a descendant of David, he shall sit on David’s throne.  

Now this prophecy is yet unfulfilled, because Jesus is not yet sitting on the throne of David his father. It 
will be fulfilled literally when Jesus comes again and restore the nation Israel. 

He shall sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem and rule the earth during his millennial kingdom. 
You might ask, “How long, O Lord? When will you establish your kingdom?” 
In his book, “Uncommon Decency,” Richard J. Mouw writes about how the victory of Christ affects our 

present lives. “Imagine a city under siege. The enemy that surrounds the city will not let anyone or anything 
leave. Supplies are running low, and the citizens are fearful. But in the dark of the night, a spy sneaks through 
the enemy lines. He has rushed to the city to tell the people that in another place the main enemy force has been 
defeated; the leaders have already surrendered. The people do not need to be afraid. It is only a matter of time 
until the besieging troops receive the news and lay down their weapons.  

“Similarly, we may seem now to be surrounded by the forces of evil -- disease, injustice, oppression, 
death. But the enemy has actually been defeated at Calvary. Things are not the way they seem to be. It is only a 
matter of time until it becomes clear to all that the battle is really over.”5   

Brethren, the things in your life are not the way they seem to be. It will only be a matter of time when 
the messianic king shall come again and sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem.  

Luke shows us that this divine messiahship of Jesus comes only because of the divine sonship of Jesus 
(Lk. 1:32). This means that the divine sonship of Jesus is the basis of the divine messiahship of Jesus. He is not 
the son of God because he is the messianic king. He is the messianic king because he is the son of God. Lk. 
3:22, “and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” (ESV) Thus, Luke is saying in this gospel that Jesus is truly 
the messiah, because he is truly the son of the Most High, the son of God! 
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My friends, Jesus is not merely an invention of the church or a fantastic figure of the Christian religion. 
He is no less the fulfillment of all OT prophecies concerning the messianic king. I will ask you another 
important question: Do you belong to his spiritual kingdom today? Jesus said unless you are born again, you 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. The king is coming at any moment now. Are you preparing yourself for 
his coming rule on earth? 
 

A Durable Kingdom 
“And he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Lk. 1:33, 

ESV). The “house of Jacob” refers to the children of Israel (Ex. 19:3; Isa 2:5–6; 8:17; 48:1). There is a strong 
messianic motif here. Gabriel is saying that this Jesus shall rule over the twelve tribes of Israel as messianic 
king on the Davidic throne. 

My question is: Has this Davidic kingdom rule of Jesus over Israel happened already? When Jesus 
came, he inaugurated the spiritual kingdom of God. Where the blind can see, where demons are cast out, and 
where sinners are set free from sin, there is the kingdom.  

But the literal, messianic kingdom is not yet. There is no Jesus sitting on his Davidic throne today, 
ruling over the twelve tribes of Israel. Jesus looked forward to it as a future event. He said, “Truly, I say to you, 
in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt. 19:28, ESV). 

Yet Gabriel says that Jesus shall rule as messianic king “forever.” This recalls 2 Sam. 7:13, “I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” Gabriel repeats the eternal nature of this kingdom of Jesus. “And 
of his kingdom there will be no end” (Lk. 1:33). It alludes to Isa. 7:6, “Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore” (ESV). This kingdom shall be eternal, 
going beyond the millennial kingdom of Christ. Jesus, the messianic king, shall rule his kingdom forever. 
 

Conclusion 
Because his kingdom is forever, therefore his salvation is forever. His forgiveness of your sins is 

forever. His security for you is forever. Some churches believe that your salvation, your security can be lost. 
But we believe in eternal security. Your security in Christ is forever, because your salvation is forever. 

The problem is, there are still many who rebel against king Jesus and refuse his rule. But here’s good 
news for all of us. In a news item dated October 31, 2010-- “President Benigno Aquino 3rd has signed a 
proclamation granting amnesty to detained Sen. Antonio Trillanes 4th and more than 300 other soldiers 
involved in uprisings during the previous Arroyo administration. President Aquino announced on Tuesday that 
he signed on Monday the proclamation granting amnesty to soldiers involved in the Oakwood mutiny in July 
2003, the Marine standoff in February 2006 and the Manila Peninsula siege in November 2007. 

“Proclamation 50 granted amnesty to “all active and former personnel of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and their supporters who may have committed acts or omissions punishable under the Revised Penal 
Code, the Articles or War or other special laws committed” in connection with the Oakwood mutiny, Marine 
standoff and Manila Peninsula siege.”6   

This king Jesus has commanded me to tell you today this good news on December 25, 2010. For all 
those who rejected his kingship, he still gives an amnesty.7 If you stop rebelling against him, he will grant you 
amnesty. Jesus said that whoever believes in him and repents his sin will be accepted into his kingdom (John 
3:3-6, 16). Whoever will lay down his arms will be forgiven. Whoever lays down her arms and repents her sins, 
will live forever in the kingdom of king Jesus.  

In the name of king Jesus, lay down your arms. Bow down to king Jesus. Receive king Jesus as your 
king and Savior. Obey His rule. 

Shall we all please stand and pray? 
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