
A Great Ruler From a Little Town 
(Matt. 2:1-6; Micah 5:1-6) 

I preached this Christmas sermon last Sunday, December 12, 2010  
at God of Grace Christian Fellowship, Inc. (Independent Baptist), Escario St., Cebu City, Philippines. 

 
Introduction 

When Herod heard about the wise men looking for a new born babe who is the king of the Jews, he was 
bothered so much. I can imagine that he couldn’t sleep. He kept thinking about it. Finally, he gathered all the 
chief priests and scholars of the Jews. 

He asked them one question—“Where is the Christ to be born” (Matt. 2:4, ESV). The religious guys 
gave him the right answer from the OT. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 
prophet:  ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel’” (Matt. 2:5-6). They quoted from the prophet 
Micah in Micah 5:2 and they were correct. The messiah shall be born in Bethlehem. A great ruler shall come 
from a small town. The great ruler of Israel shall come from a little town of Bethlehem.  

Today, we shall study Micah 5:1-6. I’d like to share with you three reflections about this great ruler from 
a small town. 
 

A Big God for Little People 
Micah wrote his book at about the time of the three kings of Judah, the southern kingdom—Jotham, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1). His ministry is about the same time with that of Isaiah. I think that this prophecy 
looks forward to the time when the Babylonian army under King Nebuchadnezzer (588-586 B.C.E) besieged 
Judah. The last king of Judah at the time was Zedekiah. The soldiers of Nebuchadnezzar literally struck his face 
with a rod, which caused his blindness (2 Ki. 25:7; Jer. 39:6–7; 52:10–11).  

That’s what we have here in v. 1. “Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against 
us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek” (v. 1). Micah is talking to Jerusalem. Israel was under 
the siege of Babylon. The “judge of Israel” here must be King Zedekiah. He was struck on the cheek with a rod 
by the soldiers of Nebuchadnezzar. In short, Micah knew that Yahweh was about to judge Israel. 

So the question comes to mind, “What is the future of God’s people, Israel? What will happen to her? 
Will Yahweh just forsake her? Or will Yahweh save her?” That questioned is answered by v. 2—“ But you, O 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.” 

Now Micah is actually quoting Yahweh in v. 2. Yahweh here announces that from Bethlehem shall 
come “one who is to be ruler in Israel.” Did you read that? In v. 1, Micah is talking to Jerusalem. But in v. 2, 
Yahweh is talking to “you,” Bethlehem. 

Because of this verse, Bethlehem is now one of the most famous little towns in the world. But this little 
town is called, “Bethlehem Ephratha.” There were two Bethlehem’s in Israel. One Bethlehem was located to the 
north in Zebulun (Josh. 19:15). But Bethlehem Ephratha is located 5 miles south-southwest of Jerusalem, the 
southern kingdom of Judah. It is called Ephratha, which means, “fruitfulness.” It is another name for, “house of 
food.”1 Is your house a house of food? Then I call that house, Ephratha—house of food. 

And what kind of town is Bethlehem? Compared to Jerusalem, Bethlehem is a small town. But Yahweh 
calls Bethlehem “little,” not because it is small. He calls it little, because it is little compared to other clans or 
families in Israel. Bethlehem is “too little to be among the clans of Judah” (v. 2). 

In the now famous Pacquiao family, Manny Pacquiao is the greatest Pacquiao. Because he is the greatest  
boxer so far, the greatest money-maker, and the most famous of all, except of course, Aling Dionisia.  

Some of you here are little in your family. Some of you are great. Some of you are professionals while 
your relatives are not. Some of you have more money than your brothers and sisters. You may be considered 
great in your family. 

                                                
1 Kenneth L. Barker and Waylon Bailey, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah (NAC 20; ed. E. Ray Clendenen; Nashville: 

Broadman, 1999), 96. 



Bethlehem is little among the tribes of Israel. But why does Yahweh choose this Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
which is too little, if not the littlest clan in Israel? The answer is right there in the same verse, before your eyes. 
Yahweh says, “From you shall come forth” what? “For me” (v. 2)—that is the purpose of God. For His glory, 
for his honor, for his praise. “For me,” the LORD says. 

What is the reason for Christmas? Well, you might say, “to send His Son to save us from our sin.” Yes, 
that’s true. You might say, “to show God’s love for us by giving His Son.” Yes, that is also true. But according 
to Micah 5:2, the reason is for the glory of God. God exists for the glory of God. God exists for the ultimate 
honor and praise for God. In this coming siege and captivity of Israel, the LORD says that out of a small, 
insignificant clan called Bethlehem, shall come forth the greatest ruler of Israel. The intent is that Israel shall 
find her salvation, not by her own efforts, but only by the enduring mercy and grace of God. God chose 
Bethlehem, an insignificant clan in Israel, so that all Israel cannot boast, that it’s only in their strength shall they 
find salvation from Babylonian captivity. 

“Three ministers’ sons were boasting about their fathers’ preaching ability. 
Said the first: ‘My Daddy needs only two hours to prepare his sermon!’ 
‘Huh!’ snorted the second one, ‘MY Daddy jots down his sermon notes while the ushers are taking up 

the collection!’ 
‘That's nothing!’ said the third, ‘MY Daddy gets up to preach without even THINKING!’”2 
Do you really think that Christmas is about you or me, or about our religion, or about our 

accomplishments, or about our prosperity or about our success in life? God sent you His Savior, born in 
Bethlehem, not because you deserve it, because you don’t. God gave you the blessing of Christmas, which is the 
blessing of salvation, not because you belong to a good family or have a good education, or grew up in a good 
religion. No, just as God chose Bethlehem, when He found nothing glorious in Bethlehem, God chose you in 
Christ, finding nothing glorious in you, but only the glory, mercy, and love of Christ. The joy of Christmas is 
the joy of receiving forgiveness in Christ, because of the mercy, grace, and love of God in Him. 
 

Security in Christ in an Insecure World 
“Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of 

his brothers shall return to the people of Israel” (v. 3). Micah here is just repeating the old promise of God to 
David. “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom” (2 Sam. 7:12). God promises to establish 
the throne of David forever. He shall do it by raising from the line of David a son of David, who shall rule Israel 
forever and forever. This means that when Christ comes, all the promises of God are fulfilled. 

The irony here is that Micah repeats this good news of God’s promise at a bad time. Remember that 
Micah prophesies a time of siege for Jerusalem. He prophecies a coming time when a rod shall strike the judge 
of Israel, the King himself, on the cheek. He prophecies a time of impending captivity by Babylon. At this time, 
the northern kingdom of Israel was already captured by the Assyrians. It is only a matter time for Judah to fall. 
It will happen because of the judgment of God. Look at v. 3—God shall give up Israel to captivity in Babylon 
until the right time— “the time when she who is in labor has given birth.” Israel shall be in captivity until the 
promised Ruler shall come from Bethlehem. This means that when the promised Ruler shall come, then Israel’s 
captivity shall be come to an end. 

Whatever your situation today, you live in an insecure world. The money you have today may be gone 
tomorrow. I read about a rich balikbayan who complained that when she got home, her children don’t love her 
as much as she wanted them to love her. She noticed that her children are just concerned about how much they 
will inherit from her riches. The friends and family you love today may fail you tomorrow. 

For many years Hannah Montana was the darling of young girls. This week, she was found taking in 
some drugs after a party. Her parents are now divorced. 

For years, we trusted in religious leaders as examples of godliness. Today, we hear of many priests 
worldwide who are accused of sexual molestation or abuse. In a report by Reuters: “Almost 2,000 people have 
declared themselves this year victims of sexual and physical abuse while they were minors in the care of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the Netherlands, an independent commission said on Thursday. 
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“The investigation into abuses dating back to 1945 shows that the Netherlands ranks second worst 
behind Ireland for known cases in scandals that have rocked the Catholic Church in Europe and the United 
States. The church-appointed commission’s findings were requested by the Dutch bishops’ conference after 
cases surfaced involving paedophile priests in the Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, Germany and other 
countries.”3 The religion you are trusting today cannot promise you God’s forgiveness, eternal life, and a 
meaningful life today. 

But I have good news for you. Christmas is God’s way of securing you in Christ in an insecure world. 
The coming of Christ fulfills all the promises of God. If you come to Christ, you will receive all the promises of 
God. If you trust Christ today, God shall secure your life. That is the security of God. 
 

The Peace of Christ for Souls at War 
“And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 

the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5 And he 
shall be their peace” (vv. 4-5a). This prophecy looks forward to the second coming of Christ. 

What shall this ruler of Israel do according to Micah? First, He shall stand as the Ruler and King of 
Israel (v. 4). When the messiah comes, He shall establish His messianic kingdom. When He comes, the people 
of Israel shall recognize Him and repent of their rejection of Him in His first coming, and believe in Him as 
their Savior and King. 

Second, He shall “shepherd His flock” (v. 4). In the ancient near eastern world, the king acts like 
shepherd, feeding his people, leading them, and protecting them. “I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I 
will surely  gather  the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, As the flock in the 
midst of  their fold” (2:12). He shall re-gather the flock of Israel and take care of them in Jerusalem.  

He shall shepherd His flock “in the strength of the LORD” (v. 4). The strength of Yahweh shall be with 
him. Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, lost his strength in the face of the enemy. The coming ruler of Israel shall 
serve in omnipotent strength, causing his enemies to fear him. 

He shall also rule His people “in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God” (v. 4). “Majesty” here 
means, “kingly authority and power.”4 The “name” here means, “the character of God.” “the LORD his God” 
here refers to their special relationship with each other.  

Third, this ruler of Israel shall be “great to the ends of the earth” (v. 4). This means that His rule shall 
be universal. He shall be great because all the nations shall bow before Him. 

Because this ruler of Israel shall stand as their ruler, because He shall shepherd His flock, and because 
all the nations shall obey Him, two things shall happen: 

The first consequence—His people shall “dwell secure” (v. 4). “but they shall sit every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid” (4:4). The verb, “sit,” in 4:4 is the same verb, 
“dwell,” in 5:4. This is what it means to live in security of Christ. 

Do you trust Christ today? Then you shall sit under your vine and under your tree, and you shall not be 
afraid. Is Jesus your Shepherd today? Does He rule your life today? Then you shall not lack anything you need. 
Go in the strength of your Lord! 

The second result—He shall be your peace! “A new employee at a florist shop was taking an order for a 
funeral wreath over the phone. The customer said, ‘I want 'Rest in Peace' on both sides.’ She paused, thought 
for a moment, then continued: ‘And, if there's room, ‘We'll Meet in Heaven.’”5 

“Everyone was a bit surprised when the flowers arrived the next day with the following inscription: 
‘Rest in Peace on Both Sides. If There's Room, We'll Meet in Heaven.’” When Jesus comes again, there shall be 
world peace—political, economic, military, and social peace. But before there can be peace on earth, there must 
be peace in your heart.  

Do you have the peace with God today? There must be peace between you and God. Without Christ in 
your heart, the wrath of God is upon you. There is no peace between you and God. There is war between you 
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and God. But Christ offers peace to souls at war. He offers peace to you today. Come to Christ and trust Him as 
your Savior today. 

Micah knew this kind of peace—peace with God. He has experienced it personally. Look at Mic. 7:18-
19, “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his 
inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. He will again have 
compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities under for You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” 

This is the good news of Christmas. A great ruler of Israel was born in little, unimportant Bethlehem, to 
defeat the greatest enemy—sin in our lives. Because Christ was born and He died on the cross, God can now 
forgive your sins if you come to Christ in humble repentance and faith in Christ. Because of Christmas, God is 
no longer angry with your sin. Christmas is proof of God’s steadfast love for you and me. 

At the cross, Christ trod the sins of His people under foot. If you trust Christ today, and turn from your 
sin, God shall throw all your sins into the depths of the sea.6  

That, my friend, is the good news of Christmas! 

                                                
6 John Piper, “From Little Bethlehem Will Come a Ruler in Israel.” Cited December 11, 2010. Online: http://www. 
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